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Independently of results, eight years of governance holds its own 
significance. There is sense in discussing such results at the right time, 
but now our responsibility is to take a good look into the future. 

Unfortunately, the future is far from certain. It has still not yet been 
accepted in wider circles that we will have no future if we do not have 
children. We could hardly place a greater emphasis on how important 
it is to achieve a striking demographic turnaround. Although the fact 
that the Hungarian government spends 5% of GDP on family policies is 
without precedent, we must continue in this direction in as many ways 
as possible.

Today’s current challenge is migration: some parts of Europe continue 
to say that this process will undoubtedly resolve our demographic and 
labor market problems. The Hungarian government, however, questions 
this narrative, as it believes that uncontrolled mass migration cannot 
remedy these issues of Europe. One example makes this clear: less than 
one-fifth of migrants arriving in Germany have managed to find a job.

In the last few years, international companies and investors have seen 
that Hungary is a stable country and an ideal location for production. 
We have to continue to make progress, as we also have to highlight that 
our country is an ideal location for research and development.

These are essential long-term factors, as the government’s objectives 
have remained unchanged since 2010: instead of migration, employment 
and demographic challenges must be addressed with family incentives, 
labor market reforms and stable and dynamic economic growth.

Zsolt Barthel-Rúzsa 
Chairman

Foreword

DEaR REaDER
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domestic politics

aFTER ThE ELECTIONS
Protests driven by disappointment,  
false explanations

ádám stefkovics
DEPUTy DIrEcTOr FOr 
OPINION POllS AND 
MArkET rESEArcH

On April 8th, Viktor Orbán once again gained a firm mandate from 
Hungarians as the Fidesz-kDNP coalition easily won a third consecutive 
term in parliamentary election. Supporters of the opposition then 
organized several street protests against the government in the following 
weeks. Századvég’s recent poll investigated the awareness and the 
opinion of Hungarian voters about these protests.

Nearly every respondent had heard about the demonstrations organized 
by opposition voters (97%). The results suggest that a clear majority of 
Hungarians (70%) think that the protesters are disappointed people who 
cannot accept the results of the election. Even among leftist respondents, 
those who share this opinion are in the majority (60%).

do YoU AGRee oR disAGRee WitH tHe foLLoWiNG stAtemeNt?  
tHe PRotesteRs WeRe dissAPoiNted PeoPLe  
WHo coULd Not AccePt tHe eLectioN ResULts.  
( AMONG THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD ABOUT THE PROTESTS, %)

1

Source: Századvég Foundation
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There have been many explanations for how Fidesz-kDNP was able not 
only to maintain but also to increase its power in the Parliament in the 
last four years. According to one of the most popular arguments in the 
liberal media, the main reason for Fidesz-kDNP’s victory was that the 
media consumption of voters in the countryside is one-dimensional, and 
that rural voters only watch and read media close to the government. 
However, Századvég’s recent research on media consumption does 
not support this argument. Our results show that countryside voters’ 
media consumption is in fact as diverse as it is in Budapest. People in the 
countryside watch government-critical TV channels at nearly the same 
rate as people in the capital. contrary to the opposition’s argument, 
37-40% of countryside residents regularly read news on the internet, 
while Budapest residents have a solid lead in this regard (47 percent). 
The online media consumption of people in the countryside is also as 
diverse as of those who live in the capital.

DOMESTIC POLITICS
aFTER ThE ELECTIONS
Protests driven by disappointment,  
false explanations

RAte of tHose WHo WAtcHed tHe cHANNeL iN tHe LAst 7 dAYs 
(AMONG PEOPLE WHO WATCH TV, TOP6 CHANNELS) 2

Source: Századvég Foundation
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DOMESTIC POLITICS
aFTER ThE ELECTIONS
Protests driven by disappointment,  
false explanations

RAte of tHose WHo ReGURARLY ReAd NeWs oN tHe iNteRNet 3
Source: Századvég Foundation

RAte of tHose WHo visited tHe WeBsit iN tHe LAst 7 dAYs  
(AMONG INTERNET USERS, TOP5 NEWS WEBSITES) 4

Source: Századvég Foundation
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GeRGeLY BeRZi
DEPUTy DIrEcTOr FOr 
FOrEIGN AFFAIrS

Foreign policy

hOW ThE V4 SEES  
ThE FUTURE OF EUROPE

According to the latest results of Századvég’s Project 28 poll, Europe 
has a gloomy view of its future, as the majority of EU citizens think 
that the future generations will live under worse circumstances than 
we experience today. The faith in continuous advancement has broken 
mainly in the old member states, while Hungarians and Poles for example 
are among the most optimistic nations. Few people across Europe believe 
that their children will live better, although this once firm belief used 
to be a key part of Western social and political stability. This change in 
the way people think may explain the extraordinary results of recent 
European elections, and give us an answer to why the Western party 
systems, which have been stable since World War 2, now seem to be 
on the verge of collapse.

do YoU tHiNk YoUR cHiLdReN WiLL Live BetteR  
oR WoRse tHAN todAY? 1

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey (2018)
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Multiculturalism is dead – this was announced within a period of mere 
months by German chancellor Angela Merkel, British Prime Minister 
David cameron and French President Nicolas Sarkozy in 2010-2011. 
yet, the narrative that diversity is the ultimate value remains strong, 
and any criticism is dismissed as vile racism. However, this standpoint 
is unsustainable, unless one if prepared to stigmatize 70 percent of 
Europeans as racists for considering the rapid growth of the Muslim 
population in Europe to be a threat. central Europe is even more 
concerned about the situation, as the rate is around 85 percent in all 
four Visegrad countries. It remains to be seen whether the promoters 
of multiculturalism and immigration will acknowledge the legitimacy 
of differing opinions, and accept the fact that for the vast majority of 
Europeans, diversity is not universal value.

FOREIGN POLICy
hOW ThE V4 SEES  
ThE FUTURE OF EUROPE

HoW seRioUs A tHReAt do YoU coNsideR tHe RAPid 
PoPULAtioN GRoWtH of mUsLims iN eURoPe? 2

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey (2018)
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When it comes to handling the immigration crisis, less than one-quarter 
of Europeans prefer the Brussels position, and more than twice as many 
back the policies of the central and Eastern European countries. Although 
the fact that all four nations of the V4 agree with the cEE approach 
(i.e. their own) could be dismissed as nothing surprising at first, it does 
highlights one of the main reasons of political stability in the region. 
People are happy with the way their governments handle immigration, 
a key issue of our time, and they are upset that Brussels – along with 
powerful countries who hide behind the Eurocrats – is trying to force 
them to adopt immigration policies that they strongly oppose. If EU 
leaders seek political stability and popular support, they should not 
look at the V4 as a ‘populist problem’ that needs solving, but as a good 
example.

WHo do YoU BeLieve HANdLed tHe immiGRAtioN cRisis BetteR? 3
Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey (2018)

FOREIGN POLICy
hOW ThE V4 SEES  
ThE FUTURE OF EUROPE
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Despite the simultaneous crises plaguing the continent, the general 
enthusiasm for the European Union itself is still high: in a situation similar 
to the Brexit referendum, close to two-thirds of EU residents would want 
their country to remain in the bloc. The V4 average is even higher, but 
in this question the central European countries are somewhat divided: 
while Slovakia is close to the EU average, and Hungarians and Poles 
are among the most zealous advocates of their country’s membership, 
the czech republic is the second most Eurosceptic country after the 
departing United kingdom. This should be remembered whenever the 
Polish or the Hungarian government is accused of trying to lead their 
country out of the EU by voicing criticism over certain policies that are 
firmly rejected by their people – and many others, as shown by Project 28.

For more Project 28-based analysis focusing on the V4, please look for 
our publication entitled “How the V4 Sees the Future of Europe”.

HoW WoULd YoU vote iN A RefeReNdUm ABoUt 
YoUR coUNtRY’s eU memBeRsHiP? 4

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey (2018)

FOREIGN POLICy
hOW ThE V4 SEES  
ThE FUTURE OF EUROPE
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ediNA osZtRovsZkY
INTErNATIONAl ANAlyST

Foreign policy

IS ThE SaRGENTINI REPORT 
LEGITIMaTE?

On 26 April 2018, the European Parliament’s committee on civil liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs (lIBE) held a hearing on a proposal to actuate 
Article 7(1) of the EU Treaty, citing a clear risk of serious breaches by 
Hungary of the EU’s basic values. The case had been brought before lIBE 
by Judith Sargentini, MEP of the Dutch Greenleft. The main purpose 
of the draft report is to revoke Hungary’s voting rights in the European 
council if the country does not meet their requirements.  

The draft report makes somewhat incredible accusations against Hungary, 
making it obvious that the initiators of the inquiry were informed by 
biased sources. Among other thing, the draft suggests that rights to equal 
treatment are lacking in Hungary, as is the provision of fundamental 
rights to minorities, including Jews and roma. 

According to the authors of the report, the conservative family model 
explicitly supported by the Hungarian government in the interest of 
sustaining the nation must not interfere with women’s political, economic 
and social rights, nor with the enhancement of their roles in society. The 
question arises: why can’t a national conservative government provide 
priority support to families, and why does Ms Sargentini believe that 
the role of women in society is not being secured? The government’s 
goal, in contradiction to the report, is to ensure freedom of choice for 
women. While it’s true that the government places great emphasis on 
encouraging women to bear children, State Secretary for Family and 
youth Affairs katalin Novák recently emphasized during a women’s day 
conference in the National Assembly that “the government must support 
full-time mothers as well as those wishing to return to the labor market, 
so that they may establish a balance between work and family.” The 
Women for Hungary club was established at the proposal of Novák, with 
the involvement of influential women of civic values and with the aim 
of preserving and enriching Hungarian culture and national identity. The 
organization’s 18 founding members come from the fields of the arts, 
sports, public life, diplomacy, science and the business sector. 

It is also important to highlight some statistical data. In Hungary today, 
some 30% of businesses are led by women. According to the Ministry 

An important piece of data – 
which the authors of the draft 
report for some reason
ignored – is that the proportion 
of women in leadership positions 
in Hungary is around 40%, one of 
the highest proportions among 
the EU member states.

http://www.szazadveg.hu
http://www.fidesz.hu/hirek/2018-03-08/megalakult-a-nok-magyarorszagert-klub/
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of National Economy’s State Secretary for Economic Development and 
regulation István lepsényi, these businesses “are usually longer-lived, 
more reliable, and more compliant with the rules, and while they do 
apply for fewer contracts, they do so more successfully. It can therefore 
be said that women’s businesses are a reliable economic force, and the 
government offers them particularly strong support.” Another important 
piece of data – which the authors of the draft report for some reason 
ignored – is that the proportion of women in leadership positions in 
Hungary is around 40%, one of the highest proportions among the EU 
member states. 

concerning the provision of rights for minority persons, including Jewish 
and roma individuals, the authors of the draft report are surely unaware 
of what significant measures the Orbán governments have taken toward 
roma integration, as well as in the protection of Jews. 

In 2000, the first Orbán government established April 16 as a day of 
remembrance for the Hungarian victims of the Holocaust, and opened 
the Holocaust Memorial centre in Budapest. It later provided several 
million Euros in funding for the creation of the Sorsok Háza (House 
of Fates) in Budapest. Today, Holocaust is a compulsory part of the 
Hungarian school curriculum. The government classified Holocaust denial 
as a crime in Hungary, which is recorded in the Penal code. Under PM 
Orbán, the new Fundamental law of Hungary entered into force in 2012, 
recognizing the Hungarian Jewry, just like all religious traditions and 
cultural minorities in the country, as an inseparable part of the Hungarian 
nation. The Orbán government established the Jewish communities’ 
roundtable, ensuring continuous consultation with all Hungarian Jewish 
communities and organizations. The government have also created a 
monitoring system for analysis of events driven by anti-Semitism, as well 
as a telephone line for reporting occurrences of an anti-Semitic nature. 
Additionally, numerous high level events attest to the fate of the Jewish 
community being at the heart of the Hungarian government. In 2013, 
Hungary hosted the World Jewish congress, where participants were very 
satisfied with Jewish cultural life in Hungary, as well as with the daily lives 
of the Jewish people. A year later, the Hungarian government provided 

FOREIGN POLICy
IS ThE SaRGENTINI REPORT 
LEGITIMaTE?

The authors of the draft report 
are surely unaware of what 
significant measures the Orbán 
governments have taken toward
roma integration, as well as in 
the protection of Jews.
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EUr 5 million in funding to NGOs for the financing of projects and events 
related to the Hungarian Holocaust Memorial year. In 2015, Hungary 
held the chairmanship of the International Holocaust remembrance 
Alliance (IHrA), bringing international recognition. It is also important to 
highlight that Hungary has the largest Jewish community in all of central 
Europe. 24 synagogues operate in the country, as well as a complete 
Jewish educational system, from kindergarten to university education 
The Orbán government also undertook the responsibility for the country 
to host the 2019 European Maccabi Games, providing financing for the 
organizational costs and the physical infrastructure of the event. In light 
of these facts, it can be clearly determined that accusations of anti-
Semitism toward the Hungarian government and the Hungarian prime 
minister are baseless and offensive slander that disregard all facts. 

Based on the text of the draft proposal, it can also be stated that the 
authors are uninformed concerning the provision of rights for roma, as 
well as the measures the government has taken for their integration. 
In order to avoid confusion on this topic, here is a list of indisputable 
facts supported by figures. In 2011 – at the beginning of the second 
Orbán government – as part of Hungary’s rotating presidency of the 
council of the European Union, the EU Framework for National roma 
Integration Strategies was created, which aims to improve the quality 
of life and integration of roma. According to the Hungarian central 
Statistical Office, between 2013-2015 the unemployment rate among 
roma fell from 24.4% to 12.3%, while the rate of employment increased 
from 25.9% to 39.3%, both of which are quite significant figures. The 
government’s goal is for roma integration to begin in childhood – with 
the involvement of their parents – so that they may start their lives 
with opportunities equal to those of their non-roma peers. To that 
end, the Sure Start children’s Houses were created, of which just 42 
were operating in 2012 compared to 113 in 2017. In order to increase 
educational opportunities, kindergarten attendance is now compulsory 
from three years of age instead of five. The road to School Scholarship 
Program has served roma students in particular since 2005 with the 
aim of reducing their chances of dropping out and encouraging them to 
continue their education. In the interest of training roma intellectuals, 

FOREIGN POLICy
IS ThE SaRGENTINI REPORT 
LEGITIMaTE?

These measures clearly show 
that the lIBE committee’s draft 
report is a document that is 
devoid of genuine data and is 
based on biased, subjective 
sources which are only good for 
inciting political tension.
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in 2011 the government founded the christian roma Vocational college 
Network. In 2015, a new program began which was named the “roma 
Girls Incorporation Program” to prevent early school leaving. The list of 
programs could go on. 

These measures clearly show that the lIBE committee’s draft report 
is a document that is devoid of genuine data and is based on biased, 
subjective sources which are only good for inciting political tension. 
Unfortunately, these kind of documents only result in member states 
inciting and accusing one another, and serve to divide them instead 
of furthering European unity, something which is very dangerous in a 
European Union in the midst of a serious crisis. 

FOREIGN POLICy
IS ThE SaRGENTINI REPORT 
LEGITIMaTE?

http://www.szazadveg.hu


www.szazadveg.hu

14

FOCUSING on HUNGARY

economy

EU BUDGET BaTTLE
Fierce competition is expected among  
the 27 member states over the next  
Multiannual Financial Framework

BALáZs doBos
SENIOr rESEArcH FEllOW

While there has been intense debate over the future of the EU in the past 
couple of years, the actual decision points are linked to the next seven-
year budget, presented by the European commission on 2 May 2018. 
Decisions on which policy areas will receive additional funding, where 
to make cuts and how to generate new revenues after Brexit will shape 
the future of the European Union. Highlights of the proposal include:

• Increased EU budget as a percentage of EU gross national income 
(GNI) – from 1% to 1.1%;

• Significant increase for a number of policy areas and new priorities, 
primarily youth policy, innovation and research and border 
management and protection;

• Decreased amount available for flagship EU policies such as the 
common Agricultural Policy (cAP) and cohesion policy supporting 
regional development;

• Proposal for new own resources from the Emission Trading System 
(ETS), a new plastic tax and the common consolidated corporate 
tax base, once the necessary legislation is in place;

cHANGiNG PRioRities 1
Source: European commission

http://www.szazadveg.hu
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• Conditionality of funding – new procedure proposed to monitor 
rule of law in member states and new powers for the European 
commission to penalise member states by suspending funding 
(according to the plan, such a decision would be proposed by 
the European commission and adopted by the European council 
through reversed qualified majority voting).

Finding common ground will not be easy, as there are a number of 
contentious issues with regard to the above points. First and foremost, 
while the vast majority of member states agree with the need to finance 
new priorities, innovation and research and youth policy, this would 
mean shifting funds from success stories like cohesion policy.

cohesion policy interventions contribute to the development of less 
developed regions by strengthening social, economic and territorial 
cohesion. According to a study of the Polish Ministry for Economic 
Development, Eastern member states are the clear winners with this 
policy, though this can also be considered as necessary compensation and 
development support for these member states to counter the negative 
effects of opening up their markets to more developed and advanced 
global value chains, while at the same time suffering from ‘brain drain’. 

Furthermore, these funds are not just beneficial for net recipients, but 
also for net contributors. According to the aforementioned study, the EUr 
130 billion invested in V4 countries through the ErDF, ESF and cohesion 
Fund resulted in economic benefits worth EUr 100 billion for EU-15 
Member States, mainly for Germany, Austria, Italy and the Netherlands. 
This means that cohesion policy is not just a tool for developing Eastern 
member states, but can be considered as an EU-wide investment policy 
that benefits all.

Eastern and Baltic member states would lose the most as a result of 
the proposal, being among the largest beneficiaries of cohesion policy 
and agricultural funds. While Southern member states would benefit 
from the proposal of the European commission thanks to the additional 
resources to tackle migration, they would also lose as a result of the 

ECONOMy
EU BUDGET BaTTLE
Fierce competition is expected among  
the 27 member states over the next  
Multiannual Financial Framework
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proposed cuts in traditional policies. Furthermore, funding from large, 
centralized programmes such as Horizon 2020 typically goes to Western 
European corporations, universities and research institutions, so the main 
beneficiaries of the proposed increase in these programmes would be 
Western member states.

A number of issues can also be identified with regard to the proposed 
new own resources as well. revenue from the ETS and a plastic tax could 
finance EU-wide climate and environmental policy related measures. 
However, in the case of the latter, introducing a uniform tax should be 
avoided and flexibility should be granted to member states to apply the 
tax in a way that is the most appropriate for their economies. At the same 

ECONOMy
EU BUDGET BaTTLE
Fierce competition is expected among  
the 27 member states over the next  
Multiannual Financial Framework

OVERALL ECONOMIC BENEFIT FOR EU-15 MEMBER STATES PER 
COUNTRY (EUR BILLION, 2010 PRICES, %) 2

Source: Ministry of Economic Development, Poland
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time, the proposed common consolidated corporate tax base would be 
detrimental to the competitiveness of Visegrád countries and would 
mainly benefit larger member states like France or Germany, while not 
doing enough to address the issue of corporate tax avoidance. 

There are other, more generic issues as well: A number of countries 
oppose the idea of having an increased budget after the departure of the 
United kingdom, especially as this would require a significantly higher 
contribution from their side. This is especially true in the case of the 
Netherlands, Austria, Denmark and Sweden. At the same time, Germany 
is generally content with the proposal, while some resistance is expected 
from France regarding the proposed cuts in the cAP.

While there certainly are some positive elements in the European 
commission’s budget proposal, a fierce battle can be expected among 
the member states for determining the appropriate size, composition and 
distribution of the new budget and also regarding highly controversial 
ideas such as linking payments to additional rule of law criteria, which 
are difficult to objectively determine and assess. The battle lines have 
been drawn.

ECONOMy
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news

aPRIL hIGhLIGhTS  
aT SzázaDVéG

It is always an honor for any think tank to have a single minister speak at 
a conference, and it is a truly rare and special occasion to welcome more 
than one member of a country’s cabinet at the same event – as we did at 
the April 19 launch of Justice Minister lászló Trócsányi’s new book “Paris 
Diary: What Was Left Out of the Ambassadorial Reports… July 2010 – June 
2014”, published by Századvég. Apart from the author himself, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade Péter Szijjártó and former Foreign Minister 
János Martonyi also gave speeches about Hungary’s foreign policy and 
relations with France in the past years. During his welcoming remarks 
H.E. Éric Fournier, Ambassador of France in Budapest, said that for eight 
years French-Hungarian relations have been clearly improving thanks to 
the four-year work of Minister Trócsányi as Ambassador to France – now 
chronicled in his new book.

On April 16, Századvég hosted a delegation from the Gaullist French 
party France Arise (Debout la France!) led by Nadejda Silanina-rémy, 
Member of the National Bureau and National Delegate for Assimilation 
and Immigration.

http://www.szazadveg.hu


19

FOCUSING on HUNGARY

NEWS
aPRIL hIGhLIGhTS  
aT SzázaDVéG

www.szazadveg.hu

As part of the Hungarian Presidency of the Visegrad Group 2017–18 
program series, a roundtable discussion was held on April 24 at the 
House of Terror Museum entitled “V4: The Engine of Europe’s Economy?”, 
featuring experts from all four Visegrad nations. representing Hungary 
and Századvég, Director for Foreign Affairs Dávid J. Szabó talked about 
the mutually beneficial system of EU funds and the fact that people in 
the region are generally more optimistic about their own future than 
other EU nations, while Senior Economic Policy researcher Balázs Dobos 
talked about the importance of human capital and adopting new, digital 
technologies to ensure that the V4 sustains its dynamic economic growth.

In cooperation with the Hungarian National Bank, we organized the latest 
monthly briefing for the diplomatic corps stationed in Hungary on April 
25. As usual, Gábor regős, Head of the Macroeconomic research Group, 
presented the latest findings of our business cycle research. Second, chief 
Economist lászló György talked about the key aspects of the Hungarian 
public education system. Third, DFA Szabó gave a presentation on the 
international context of the 2018 Hungarian parliamentary elections.
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