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Let us celebrate, as we have a good reason to rejoice: with over 70% 
turnout at the country’s 8th nationwide democratic parliamentary 
election since regaining sovereignty in 1990, Hungarian voters sent a 
clear signal to those who had prematurely announced the defeat of 
democracy to widespread political apathy all over the Western world. 
Democracy in Hungary is, as 8th of April showed us, doing not simply 
well but excellently, which creates a tremendous opportunity for political 
scientists to celebrate. The high level of participation that proves the 
engagement of Hungarians in public matters maintains hope for those 
who believe that popular democracy, where the ultimate source of all 
political power is the demos itself, is not only the most successful model 
for a nation’s self-governance but also the morally right way to organize 
public life in a country. 

If democratic participation flourishes in a country where first Nazis and 
then Communists took away the liberty of choice and the chance of equal 
participation in public matters for two generations, it is probably not 
entirely hopeless to revive the spirit of citizens’ engagement in politics in 
more mature democracies. And who knows, in the end even the media, 
the academic elite and public intellectuals in a few Western European 
countries will accept that citizens do not wish to – and do not need 
to – be protected from opinions and ideas that these elites consider as 
non-progressive, nationalist, conservative or – ‘God forbid’ – Christian.
One either believes in democracy or not; but without putting real faith 
in the wisdom of the voters, democracy ultimately fails. As you cannot 
have it both ways (playing democracy but in fact looking down on the 
demos itself), the answer is clear: earn the trust of the people; work and 
govern with them and for them; and fear them not. The secret of PM 
Orbán’s and his party’s 3rd consecutive election victory lies in having an 
open ear for what Hungarians expect from their elected leaders. 

We at Századvég believe in democracy, and we tend to be curious of what 
the people in Europe think about important public matters. Therefore, we 
have conducted, for the third consecutive year, our signature Project 28 
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opinion poll, surveying 1,000 respondents from each EU member state on 
a range of issues. This month’s edition of Focusing on Hungary brings to 
you some of the original analysis of the poll. International analysts Zsófia 
Agárdy and Edina Osztrovszky cover the topic of ‘national sovereignty vs. 
Brussels competencies’ and the issue of a steadily existing gap between 
EU elites and their electorate, respectively. Szabolcs Janik, Researcher of 
Századvég’s Migration Research Institute, points out some of the most 
relevant trends in public opinion regarding migration, while our Chief 
Economist, László György, and his colleague, Dániel Oláh explore the 
trends in economic expectations and trust in the future.

Enjoy reading.
Dávid J. Szabó

Director for Foreign Affairs

FOREWORD
DEaR REaDER

http://www.szazadveg.hu


www.szazadveg.hu

4

FOCUSING on HUNGARY

Foreign policy

EUROPEaN CITIZENS BELIEVE  
THE FUTURE OF EUROPE LIES  
IN STRONG NaTION STaTES

zSófia agárDy
INTERNATIONAL ANALyST

2019 promises to be an historical year in the EU’s existence: in the spring, 
the exit of the UK and the European Parliament elections are set to 
alter the geostrategic and political situation in Europe. The debate on 
the future of the European Union is already in full flow, with the EU 
leaders seeking to impose reforms which would transform Europe into 
a federal state, whereas European public opinion favors a Europe made 
up of strong nation states.

Enormous changes await the European Union in 2019, with Brexit, which 
is expected to be finalized by 30 March 2019, marking a milestone in the 
life of the European community, though there are still many unresolved 
questions regarding the transition phase which will follow the UK’s 
departure. The withdrawal of the United Kingdom will significantly alter 
the geostrategic conditions of the European Union: the EU will lose its 
second largest economy, one of its two nuclear powers, a permanent 
member of the UN Council and one of the largest and most powerful 
military forces. Great Britain is one of the few NATO members where 
military expenditure exceeds 2% of GDP and possesses one of the 
largest military budgets in the world and the biggest in the EU. There 
has been little focus in public debate on the fact that the loss of one 
of the most influential powers in the world through its military power, 
global intelligence and cultural network of contacts, means that the EU 
is bound to suffer in terms of its international standing and influence.

In his speech to the European Parliament on 17 April, Emmanuel Macron 
repeatedly stressed the importance of implementing his own vision of a 
federalized Europe. The French President’s objective is to steer the debate 
on the European Union towards the interests of the West European elite, 
something also supported by Jean-Claude Juncker, the President of the 
European Commission. In his speech in Strasbourg, the French leader 
sharply criticized governments who blame Brussels and deploy so-called 
illiberal policies, despite the fact that Századvég’s EU-wide poll has shown 
that Macron’s ideas are at odds with the will of the European people.

http://www.szazadveg.hu
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EUROPEaN CITIZENS BELIEVE  
THE FUTURE OF EUROPE LIES  
IN STRONG NaTION STaTES

It is significant that the results of the 2018 Project 28 research have 
shown that among the remaining countries, only three of the founding 
member states of the EU – Germany France and Italy – believe that the 
EU will be either stronger or of the same strength without the UK, while 
an overwhelming majority of people in the Visegrád countries believe 
that the EU will be weakened as a result of Brexit. The UK’s exit signals 
the departure from the EU of one of the countries most in favor of 
national sovereignty, with Hungary and Poland losing an important ally 
their fight against the European Commission’s political interpretation of 
its role, the over-extension of its powers and the excessive proliferation 
of EU regulation. Understandably, then, Hungary is the most pessimistic 
in its response to Brexit. The Hungarian government represents a similar 
position to the UK of ‘strong nations for a strong Europe’, with sovereign 
and free nations forming their relations on a voluntary basis and not as a 

afTEr BriTaiN LEaVES, THE EU WiLL BE… 1
Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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result of outside pressure, with determined strategic issues falling within 
the scope of member states and intergovernmental powers.

The Visegrád countries – where, except for in the Czech Republic, public 
sentiment is essentially pro-EU – are not looking to topple the EU, but 
instead to present a legitimate alternative to the idea of the ‘United 
States of Europe’ and represent this viewpoint in the debate on the 
future of the European Union. The Project 28 poll also underlines the 

DOES THE EU NEED STrONgEr NaTiONaL SOVErEigNTy  
Or STrONgEr EUrOPEaN iNTEgriTy? 2

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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fact that most European citizens are unenthusiastic about Macron’s 
ambitions for further EU integration and that the majority of people 
would prefer to strengthen national sovereignty, the position put forward 
by the Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán. While the poll shows 
that 70% of Hungarians support the idea that the member states should 
regain some of their sovereignty from the European elite, it is somewhat 
surprising that almost half of respondents in Germany would also like to 
give more power to member states. In France, which has traditionally 
had a robust national identity, there is also strong support for nation 
sovereignty, calling into question the realistic nature of Macron’s plans 
for the reform of the European Union as a federal state.

iN yOUr ViEW, WiLL THE EUrOPEaN UNiON STiLL EXiST  
iN 10 yEarS? 3

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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Brexit is not the only factor set to change the European landscape, with 
the elections for the European Parliament coming up in May 2019. The 
elections, which – given current trends and based on the assumption 
that the elite’s collective failure to correct its position will continue – are 
likely to result in the weakening of the position of conventional left-wing 
and center-right parties, and the strengthening of anti-establishment left-
wing and new, culturally conservative and anti-immigration right-wing 
parties. As a result, before the upcoming European Parliament elections 
– i.e. this year – the political parties and EU institutions which support 
further integration are seeking to push through decisions on certain key 
European issues, despite clear opposition in terms of public opinion.

It is hard to predict how the EU will look post-2019. While the Project 28 
research has found that the majority of European voters believe the EU 
will still be here in ten years’ time, at the same time, the fact that one 
third of the population believes the EU will collapse within the next ten 
years indicates there is real frustration with how the EU operates. There 
are many ideas about how to reform the EU, restructure the existing 
institutional system and make it more efficient. If, in the face of forced 
and divisive policies, leading politicians seek to find those areas where 
consensus can be reached not only with each other but with the public, 
to the mutual benefit of all, then they will be able to return the EU  to 
its original (and realistically achievable) goals as well as to its citizens.

FOREIGN POLICY
EUROPEaN CITIZENS BELIEVE  
THE FUTURE OF EUROPE LIES  
IN STRONG NaTION STaTES
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EDiNa OSzTrOVSzky
INTERNATIONAL ANALyST

Foreign policy

mIGRaTION: THE POLITICaL ELITE VS. 
ELECTORaL EXPECTaTIONS

The Századvég Foundation’s Project 28 survey, now in its third year, 
presents the tensions that exist between the performance of the 
political elites of most EU countries and the expectations of voters. 
In the past three years, the behavior of the political elite has led 
to government crises in numerous places while the stability of the 
traditional parties has been endangered or has collapsed and the 
voices that criticize them have become stronger. Among recent 
political developments, it is worth examining the results of the 
German, Austrian and Italian elections and the similarities between 
them.

During the election campaign in Germany, immigration – a significant 
issue for the population – was treated as a taboo topic by the traditional 
parties. The results of this policy were clear: the CDU, the CSU and the 
SPD were the relative losers in the elections, while the AfD and the 
FPD were relative winners after the number of their voters increased 
substantially and they succeeded in entering parliament. In Italy, the 
winner was a right-wing coalition that openly and firmly advocated 
for a stronger immigration policy, while the governing centre-left 
Democratic Party suffered an historic loss. In Austria, the Austrian 
People’s Party (ÖVP), rejuvenated by Sebastian Kurz and partnering 
up with the long time immigration sceptic Freedom Party (FPÖ) to 
form a government, also prevailed, with immigration being a central 
theme in their campaign.

Analysis of the election results in these three countries clearly 
demonstrates that voters were attempting to correct the political elite’s 
previous mistaken decisions by sending firm answers and powerful 
feedback with their votes. Those parties which did not respond to 
the needs of citizens seem to have suffered major defeats and losses 
in popularity. Those, on the other hand, who had recognized in time 
the need for a change in direction – such as Mr. Kurz of Austria – were 
rewarded by the voters. 

The measures currently planned by the Austrian government indicate 
that the Chancellor is keeping his promises, and several proposals being 
tabled with the aim of reaching his stated objectives. One of these would 

http://www.szazadveg.hu
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mIGRaTION: THE POLITICaL ELITE VS. 
ELECTORaL EXPECTaTIONS

prohibit girls from wearing headscarves in Austrian kindergartens and 
primary schools. Additionally, it would be compulsory for primary 
school children who do not speak the language to receive German 
language instruction in separate classes for a maximum of two years. 
Although the planned measures are receiving constant criticism from 
multiple directions, the Kurz government is clearly demonstrating a 
dedication to achieve ways of integration that respect Austrian culture 
and the feelings of its citizens and thus serve as long-term solutions.

After the losses suffered by the Bavarian CSU party, the current 
German Minister of the Interior, Horst Seehofer, after learning 
from past mistakes has been articulating increasingly firm opinions 
on migration and cultural identity as he prepares for the autumn 
regional elections in Bavaria, despite the possibility of his conduct 
causing conflicts between him and chancellor Merkel. The most recent 
example of this is the clash of the two Christian-Democratic politicians 
in the debate on the place of Islam in Germany.

The 2018 results of Project 28 reinforce that voters expect exactly such 
measures from the political elite who are supposed to represent their 
interests. The demand for strict migration policy has well-established 
social roots in all three of the above mentioned countries. Based on 
the survey, 70% of Austrians, 65% of Germans, and 60% of Italians 
feel that immigration is changing the culture and identity of their 
countries, each one easily surpassing the EU average of 57%. We 
can thus conclude that people’s perceptions of migration have not 
changed, despite the decreasing number of irregular immigrants in 
recent years. People have long term considerations, and the conflicts 
they experience on a daily basis are substantially influencing their 
opinions. 

http://www.szazadveg.hu
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ELECTORaL EXPECTaTIONS

It is also noteworthy when looking at European Union averages that 
the majority of those asked, 52%, believe that Central and Eastern 
European countries are managing the migration crisis better than 
Brussels. This proportion is a good deal higher than the average in 
Austria (61%) and in Italy (58%). Germany also stands out, while less 
dramatically, at 54%.

DO yOU THiNk THE iNfLUX Of iMMigraNTS TO yOUr COUNTry  
WiLL CHaNgE THE CULTUrE Of yOUr COUNTry? 1

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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mIGRaTION: THE POLITICaL ELITE VS. 
ELECTORaL EXPECTaTIONS

Considering that Sebastian Kurz is following the path set by Central-
East Europe, this result of 61% can be interpreted as a favorable 
acknowledgment of the Austrian chancellor’s strict migration policy. It 
is important to mention that based on a public opinion poll conducted 
by the Austrian pollster IMAS, 59% of those surveyed were satisfied 
with the performance of the Kurz government 100 days after its 
formation. 

In addition to integration, the Austrian government is also placing 
great emphasis on the mapping and limiting of the migration process 
itself. According to a proposal, authorities will be able to reconstruct 

WHO DO yOU BELiEVE HaNDLED 
THE iMMigraTiON CriSiS BETTEr? 2

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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the route of migration taken by asylum seekers/migrants by accessing 
the GPS data on their phones. This way they will be able to determine 
where the person entered the Schengen area, and thus be able to send 
them back to the country of first entry, responsible for conducting 
their asylum procedure as per the Dublin Agreement. If immigrants 
arrive with cash in their possession, the Austrian government will be 
able to seize up to EUR 840 of that to cover the costs of conducting 
the asylum procedure and that of the care provided to them.

Considering that Germany and Austria are among the main destination 
countries for immigrants wishing to settle, it is important to examine 
to what degree the population of those two countries supports family 
reunification. According to the Project 28 survey, while 43% of EU 
citizens support the practice, only 35% of Germans and Austrians do. 

WOULD yOU SUPPOrT faMiLy rEUNifiCaTiON Of 
iMMigraNTS arriViNg aT THE EU? 3

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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In Germany, family reunification was the subject of a debate during the 
formation of a coalition government. Horst Seehofer recently came 
up with a restrictive legislative proposal, which has been criticized 
by the Social Democrats. 

Migration will certainly remain a defining theme in the European 
Union for the foreseeable future. In July 2018, Austria will take over 
the Presidency of the Council of the European Union, where one 
of the main themes will be the fight against illegal immigration, 
protection of the EU’s external borders and the provision of security. 
The Austrian chancellor has stated on several occasions that he wants 
to build bridges between Western Europe and the Central and Eastern 
European countries. Based on the planned measures and those already 
implemented, as well as on earlier statements by Sebastian Kurz, the 
Austrian government prefers the immigration policy of Central and 
Eastern Europe. It can therefore be expected that other countries in 
the EU will also strive for the expansion of these policies.

FOREIGN POLICY
mIGRaTION: THE POLITICaL ELITE VS. 
ELECTORaL EXPECTaTIONS
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Foreign policy

HOW EUROPEaNS SEE  
THE mIGRaTION SITUaTION
A concern yet unresolved

SzaBOLCS JaNik
RESEARCHER

aN INFLUX OF PEOPLE NEVER SEEN BEFORE

The migration crisis and the related management measures have been 
the number one issue for the Europeans since 2015. The challenges of 
irregular mass migration are clear-cut and justified to the fullest extent: 
according to Eurostat data, more than 3.3 million asylum applications 
were submitted in the EU28 between 2015 and 2017. Germany has been 
the top receiving country in the EU since the outbreak of the crisis: it alone 
accepted nearly half of the total applications (approx. 1.44 M). These 
data potentially include some duplications (i.e. there are thousands of 
asylum applicants who have submitted multiple applications in more than 
one EU Member State). Also, the official statistics of FRONTEX indicates 
extreme high level of influx: in the three mentioned years, the main 
external entry points into the territory of the EU (the Western, Central 
and Eastern Mediterranean routes, respectively) witnessed more than 
1.5 million illegal border-crossings (IGCs).

mIGRaTION PRESSURE ON EUROPE WILL 
DEFINITELY NOT EaSE IN THE NEXT DECaDES

Based on the official figures there is no doubt that Europeans are right 
to put irregular migration at the top of their concerns. Furthermore, 
this type of irregular mass migration seems to remain the number one 
challenge for Europe in the long run. The destabilised Middle East still 
has great migration potential, but if we take account of the situation 
of the Sub-Saharan Africa – or we could mention many parts of Asia – 
characterized by extreme poverty and decreasing resources (see e.g. 
climate change and its consequences), Europe faces difficult decades 
to come with regard to irregular migration. According to the results of 
various researches conducted in Sub-Saharan African countries, a large 
number of people have a plan to migrate in the foreseeable future. The 
Gallup World Poll (surveyed between 2013 and 2016) found that this 
region has the highest migration potential globally: 31% of the adult 
population would move to another country if possible. If we take a look 
at the individual countries, we find extremely high shares: it is 62% in 
Sierra Leone, 54% in Liberia, 50% in Congo, 45% in Ghana, 43% in Nigeria, 

http://www.szazadveg.hu
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37% in Sudan and 36% in Guinea, respectively. Another poll conducted 
by the Pew Research Center found a similarly strong desire to migrate 
among the people of Sub-Saharan countries. Nevertheless, this process 
has already started: according to a detailed analysis presented also by 
the aforementioned American think tank, a total number of nearly one 
million asylum applications was submitted in the EU Member States 
by nationals from Sub-Saharan African states between 2010 and 2017. 
Europe continues to be very attractive for the people coming from these 
less developed regions, so this long-term, structural pull factor also needs 
to be addressed besides taking prompt measures aimed to secure the 
external borders of the EU. 

EUROPEaNS’ PERCEPTION OF mIGRaTION – 
CONCERNS, RISkS, CHaLLENGES

We see various types of consequences of irregular mass migration to 
Europe, be they cultural, religious, security-related, economic, political 
or otherwise. Though immigration from outside the continent to 
Western and Northern Europe has a decades-long history, the process 
having started in 2015 further deteriorated the situation. And this is not 
something only experts or politicians say, but what the peoples of Europe 
themselves express. The Eurobarometer surveys show that migration and 
terrorism have become the top concerns of Europeans since 2014-2015, 
trumping other issues like the economic or unemployment situation.

The Project 28 poll, conducted every year by Századvég in all EU member 
states, dedicates a separate section to migration, asking respondents 
about their opinion in various aspects of this issue. According to the 
latest results, 7 out of 10 people (68%) in the EU28 are worried overall 
that a great number of African immigrants will come to Europe in the 
next ten years. Considering the above tendencies and figures, Europeans 
seem to be right.

FOREIGN POLICY
HOW EUROPEaNS SEE  
THE mIGRaTION SITUaTION
A concern yet unresolved
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In recent years, we have witnessed hot debates on the migration issue 
throughout Europe: politicians, experts, various NGOs expressed their 
opinions, and one of the popular ones was between the humanitarian 
and security aspects. Of course, these debates are not over, but they also 
point to a very important question: who have come, and will come, to 
Europe? As a general rule, all those entering Europe irregularly submit 
an asylum application in one of the member states. Of course, a great 
part of these people later (once their applications are processed) do not 
prove to be eligible to stay lawfully in Europe. In our terminology, they 
qualify as economic migrants. We have to admit it is rather difficult to 
classify these people in practice, and EU countries are required to follow 
the rules specified in the Geneva Convention (primarily based on the 
story-telling and country of origin of each individual). According to the 
latest findings of Project 28, a slight absolute majority of the respondents 
stated that immigrants come to Europe to live in a better economic 
situation with their families. Again, Europeans are right: a study ordered 
by the UNHCR last year found that 7 out of 10 people leaving Libya for 
Europe are economic migrants.

TO WHaT EXTENT DO yOU fEar THaT afriCaN iMMigraNTS 
WiLL arriVE aT EUrOPE iN MaSSES iN THE NEXT DECaDE? 1

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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The poll also asked people to assess various crisis management measures 
taken by member states and the EU itself, including Brussels’ plan on 
introducing so-called relocation quotas. Not surprisingly, this highly 
controversial plan greatly divides people from various member states.

If we take a look at the country-level data, we see a clear fault line 
between the opinions shared in Western and Central-Eastern-Europe: 
the more we move east, the greater share of those refusing relocation 
quotas we find. It seems clear that such a controversial measure is not 
capable of addressing the concerns shared by the majority of Europeans, 
regardless of whether they live in Berlin, Brussels, Prague or Budapest.

fOr WHaT rEaSON DO yOU THiNk MigraNTS 
COME TO EUROPE? (EU28) 2

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey

FOREIGN POLICY
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SEEkING THE RIGHT PaTH

The tension between the will of people and the wrong direction Brussels 
took in managing the migration crisis keeps becoming more pronounced 
and manifest (one can think of the recent results of different national 
elections throughout the EU). However, as presented above, people have 
a well-grounded, informed opinion in the field of migration processes 
– not to mention that it is them who face the direct consequences of 
mass immigration day by day. If the EU wishes to restore its legitimacy 
and gain back the citizens’ trust, it should start listening to its people.

DO yOU aPPrOVE THE EUrOPEaN UNiON QUOTa PLaN TO 
DISTRIBUTE RECENT IMMIGRANTS THROUGHOUT EUROPE? (EU28) 3

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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LáSzLó györgy, PHD
CHIEF ECONOMIST

DECLINING REaL WaGES aND  
maSS mIGRaTION maY CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
PESSImISTIC mOOD OF THE WEST

There is a considerable difference between the positive expectations of 
Hungarians and the negative mood of most European people. According 
to the latest results of the Project 28 survey, 29% of EU respondents 
think that things are going in the wrong direction in their country. 
The most pessimistic are the Croats and the Greek, where more than 
50% expect economic and other conditions to deteriorate. Despite 
the current economic upswing, many Germans are also negative. 
Interestingly, Hungary is the only Visegrád country characterized by 
positive expectations.

iN WHaT DirECTiON DO yOU THiNk THaT THiNgS 
arE gOiNg iN yOUr COUNTry? 1

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey

economy

HUNGaRIaNS aRE POSITIVE 
aBOUT THE FUTURE 
OF THE ECONOmY
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One of the main reasons for the negative expectations is that the 
majority of Western respondents expect a worse quality of life for the 
next generation. The Baltic countries and Hungary, however, show 
positive expectations: the ratio of Hungarians expecting the situation 
to be worse for their children is about half of the corresponding ratio 
for Spain, Austria, France, Belgium or Italy.

ECONOMY
HUNGaRIaNS aRE POSITIVE 
aBOUT THE FUTURE 
OF THE ECONOmY

DO yOU THiNk yOUr CHiLDrEN Or 
THE NEXT gENEraTiONS WiLL LiVE…? 2

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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There are many reasons which explain the different prospects of 
Western and Hungarian households. With regards to migration, 61% 
of all respondents agree with the statement that ‘mass migration from 
outside of the continent will set back the economy of the EU’. The current 
shock of the inflow of hundreds of thousands of migrants may have 
contributed to the uncertainty of Western households.

The other purely economic factor is the exceptional Hungarian real wage 
growth in a European context. Gross real wages increased by 10.2% last 
year, while many Western countries experienced a real wage decline. The 
real wages of nine European countries are still behind the wage level of 
2010. At the same time, Hungarian real wage growth is projected to be 
the fastest in the EU in 2018.

Hungarian economic policy contributed to this welfare gain by decreasing 
the tax burden on an average mid-sized company from 52% in 2009 to 
39.1% in 2018, transforming what was the highest tax burden of the 
Visegrád countries to the lowest. The other main factor was a large 
income transfer from mostly foreign-owned companies working on 
oligopolistic or monopolistic markets towards consumers, boosting 

iN yOUr ViEW, WiLL THE MaSS iNfLUX Of iMMigraNTS  
frOM OUTSiDE Of THE CONTiNENT…? 3

Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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demand and decreasing inequalities. Sector-specific surtaxes and savings 
from the reduced interest burden resulted in an annual transfer of 3% 
of GDP towards the ‘losers’ of poorly managed economic and financial 
globalization. This is why one Bloomberg columnist argues that “Orban’s 
economic model is Trump’s dream”, adding that “Orban’s experience is 
relevant to Trump’s US, too: Some of his methods might just work there 
if the Republicans get up the courage to try them”.

CHANGE IN GROSS REAL WAGES IN 2017 (PERCENTAGE) 4
Source: Eurostat (2018)
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newS

maRCH HIGHLIGHTS  
aT SZáZaDVéG

During his opening speech at Századvég’s “Hungarian Interests - The 
Challenges Posed by the UN Compact for Migration” conference on 1 March, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Péter Szijjártó announced the Hungarian 
Government’s 12-point proposal that would be submitted to the President 
of the UN General Assembly. At our conference, Szijjártó emphasized that 
the UN’s draft is openly pro-migration, whereas Hungary does not want 
to become an immigrant country. Chairman Barthel-Rúzsa expressed his 
opinion that Hungary and Central Europe are increasingly confident and 
are professing their Christian, conservative values with increasing strength, 
while the western half of Europe is characterised by having lost its values.

On 23 March we had the honour to host H.E. Sato Kuni, Japan’s Ambassador 
to Hungary in Budapest at Századvég. The discussion, attended on our 
side by Chairman Barthel-Rúzsa and Director for Foreign Affairs Dávid 
J. Szabó, focused on Japanese-Hungarian relations and the cooperation 
between the V4 and Japan.

http://www.szazadveg.hu
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On 22 March Századvég organized a conference entitled “Where is Europe 
heading?”, where the results of our EU-wide survey, Project 28, were 
presented. Following the welcoming remarks of Századvég Chairman 
Zsolt Barthel-Rúzsa, the leader of Fidesz’s parliamentary group, Gergely 
Gulyás gave an opening speech, and Tamás Lánczi, Director of the Center 
for Political Analysis at Századvég presented the findings of the research. 
Mária Schmidt, Director General of the House of Terror Museum, 
delivered the keynote speech of the conference, after which a panel 
of experts discussed the future of Europe based on Project 28 and the 
recent developments on the international stage.

Századvég’s Project 28 research results were presented to the international 
audience at the Hungarian Embassy in London on 27 March. Based on the 
excellent cooperation initiated last year, we teamed up with The Spectator 
magazine, which also published Project 28 Special Issue. Following the 
keynote speech of József Szájer, Hungarian MEP and vice chair of the 
EPP Group, a panel discussion was held with David Goodhart, Head 
of Demography, Immigration & Integration at Policy Exchange, Henry 
Newman, Director of Open Europe, and Douglas Murray, Associate Editor 
of The Spectator. As Master of Ceremonies, The Spectator Chairman 
Andrew Neil made sure that the event was both meaningful and spirited.
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On 20 March Chairman Barthel-Rúzsa participated in a roundtable 
discussion organized by the House of Terror Museum entitled “The role 
of V4 in shaping the future of Europe”. The event was part of the cultural 
event series of the Hungarian V4 Presidency. The participants of the 
discussion were Marek Degro, Director of the Anton Tunega Foundation, 
Jiří Kozák, Founder and Managing Director of CEVRO, and Paweł Musiałek, 
Head of the Jagellonian Club Research Center.
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