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After numerous European elections with strikingly similar results, 
the people of Hungary have also cast their votes on stronger national 
sovereignty and stability. 

Liberal media outlets and opinion leaders throughout the West have 
complained endlessly about how the Fidesz-KDNP alliance focused their 
campaign on mass migration – and the only response worth noting came 
from the voters themselves who have shown increased support for the 
anti-immigration governing parties. What they also still fail to recognize 
is that the problem of illegal immigration is one of the very few issues 
that unites the nations of Europe – as our EU-wide Project 28 polls have 
shown year after year. Yet, the same subject continues to divide the 
leaders of Europe as Brussels and Berlin seem unable to let go of their 
undemocratic notion of compulsory migrant quotas.

In this sense, the renewed support for the Orbán government should be 
interpreted as an expression of Hungarian public will for strengthened 
national sovereignty. For too long, Hungary has been pushed around, 
controlled and even oppressed by foreign actors, and – although 
support for the EU itself remains higher than in most member states 
– this experience makes us very suspicious of proposals such as linking 
EU funds, that have always been part of a mutually beneficial deal, 
to opaque political criteria, and forcing an absurdly inoperable quota 
scheme on reluctant countries (and reluctant migrants).

In Western debates we often hear the argument that immigration is not 
only advantageous, but also a necessary and inevitable process that will 
counter Europe’s demographic decline, therefore opposing any form of 
migration is simply pointless – not to mention nativist and xenophobic. 
Hungarians fundamentally disagree with these assumptions, we 
consider this a weak, defeatist position and expect our government to 
pursue a different approach.

Demographics will be of the highest priority for the new government 
– as PM Orbán has confirmed two days after the election. Encouraging 
couples to live in the family they dream of by easing the financial costs of 
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raising children is a long-time mission of the PM, and the steps already 
taken are unique in Europe. Ever-increasing family tax benefits, family 
housing support up to HUF 25 million, free textbooks and school meals 
for all children – just a few important policies that made it possible to 
stop and reverse the demographic decline, resulting in a perceptible 
increase in fertility rates (from 1.23 to 1.49) and, just as importantly, 
a positive shift in the way young people think. It is worth noting that 
something similar has been going in Poland in the last couple of years, 
which could signal another significant trend set by the Central European 
nations.

Political stability is not sustainable without economic stability, and 
the PM has once again made it clear that he is a firm believer in fiscal 
responsibility, indicating that the state’s finances must be kept in order 
and that the debt must continue to decline. This is an important message 
to everyone with business interests in this country, but also to other EU 
member states: Hungary will continue to promote fiscal prudence and 
foster dynamic growth at the same time.

Overwhelming support for national sovereignty is not unique to Hungary, 
but most analysts agree that somehow PM Orbán has always been – 
and will continue to be – the one leading the way. Sunday’s election 
results reinforce political stability in Hungary and further increase the 
Hungarian PM’s influence within the EU, where his political experience 
is matched only by German Chancellor Angela Merkel – who, on the 
other hand, is likely to be preoccupied by keeping her fragile coalition 
together and keeping Emmanuel Macron from dethroning her as de 
facto leader of Europe. Whether she realizes or not that the key to 
achieve the latter is to re-establish Germany’s alliance with the V4 
countries (and the ‘common denominator’ Austria) is yet to be seen. 
But what election after election proves is that people throughout the 
continent strongly oppose mass immigration, feel concerned for their 
security and future, and prefer to see stronger, more stable nation-
states in Europe. And sooner or later, everyone rowing against the tide 
will be swept away by it.
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INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS 
TO HUNGARY’S ELECTION
HUNGARY EMBRACES NATIONAL CONSERVATISM

“This is as clear an endorsement as any government has received from 
an electorate — and it was given in the teeth of disapproval from the 
dominant political and cultural elites in Europe. That’s significant. It 
can no longer be plausibly argued that Orban is pushing through his 
‘revolution’ either by stealth or undemocratically. Voters knew exactly 
what both Orban and his opponents stood for, and they plumped 
strongly for him.”  Read the full article

ORBAN’S VICTORY:  
ANOTHER BLOW TO THE EU OLIGARCHY

“The emergence of Hungary as the bad boy of Europe has little to do 
with its supposed plunge into authoritarianism. As I argued in my book, 
Populism and the European Culture Wars, the pathologisation of the 
Orban regime is largely due to its promotion of national sovereignty 
and its willingness to uphold traditions and values, including those of 
Christianity.” Read the full article

THE LEFT DOESN’T CARE TO ASK 
WHY HUNGARY’S PRIME MINISTER 
VIKTOR ORBÁN IS GENUINELY POPULAR 

“Why do Hungarians vote for Orbán? Perhaps some of them, like 
me, are outraged by the venom directed at him. He has been vilified 
(chiefly by journalists who have spent a weekend in Budapest) as 
xenophobic, anti-Semitic and far-Right. He is none of these things. 
His government passed a Holocaust denial law, made Holocaust 
education compulsory and financed an Oscar-winning film 
about Auschwitz. His party has Roma MPs. It has offered student 
scholarships to Syrians and Iraqis.” Read the full article
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INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS TO HUNGARY’S ELECTION

WHY THE US MUST BEFRIEND HUNGARY’S 
POPULIST LEADER

“Liberals may have a thousand reasons not to like Orban, but their 
beef is with the Hungarian electorate, which keeps re-electing him 
democratically by ever-increasing numbers. If global managerial elites 
believe the typical Hungarian voter cannot be trusted with his own fate, 
they should at least be up front about it. Orban has delivered Hungarians 
economic growth the likes of which have not been seen in Western 
Europe in generations (4 percent growth last year and 3 percent in 
2016). He’s also stood up to the unelected and distant European Union 
bureaucrats in Brussels, rejecting their demands that Hungary take in 
more immigrants.” Read the full article

THE REAL THREAT TO DEMOCRACY 
ISN’T VOTERS TURNING RIGHT

“Contrary to what Orban’s critics say, the real threat to democracy is left-
wing elites. Time and time again, they have shown themselves unwilling 
to accept the results of democracy and are open to undemocratic means 
to reverse those defeats. They control the EU, a body that appears 
committed to doing the opposite of what average Europeans want. They 
support ‘hate speech’ laws for the purpose of crushing their political 
opponents.” Read the full article
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