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The wind of change is blowing through our continent. The European 
Union and the member states themselves have been facing one of the 
most severe crises in the history of EU integration. However, alongside the 
apparent challenges brought by the present migratory crisis, this crisis also 
offers a great chance to reinvent the true meaning of European thought, 
as well as to discuss and draw up what type of European Union we, the 
European citizens, wish to live in. To a certain extent, the developments 
of recent years are merely the symptoms of the weakness which underlies 
our common achievements. Brussels and the member states could 
therefore make good use of this situation. Unfortunately, the leaders of 
the EU still lag behind the will of the people.

In the meantime, the citizens of Europe (from Lisbon to Bucharest) have 
expressed their strong dissatisfaction through various channels. The main 
problem is that the elites of many member states have paid no – or very 
little – attention to their own people, particularly with regards to the issues 
of irregular migration. It is natural that such tension can lead to serious 
consequences. As evidenced by recent political developments in Europe, 
voters have sent a clear message to those governments and parties in 
power which failed to listen to their fears and concerns. The emergence and 
popularity of political powers which support more restrictive immigration 
policies and the decline of some others with insufficient measures for 
fighting irregular migration can teach us some very important lessons. As 
the German, Austrian and Czech elections have recently shown, irregular 
migration is a typical bottom-up issue, i.e. the opinion of voters in this field 
can have a great effect on party competition. To put it in simple terms, 
political parties pursuing votes were forced to react to the opinion of the 
people by claiming tighter immigration policies. Some political parties were 
willing and were able to do so, while some others were not (or actually 
could not do so in a credible manner). As the number one political topic 
in Europe, migration heavily determined the drop in support for Angela 
Merkel and made a significant contribution to the victories of Sebastian 
Kurz and Andrej Babiš. 

In my view, these developments are the signs of a changing world in which 
nothing can remain the same as before. Each individual is able to decide 
for themselves whether this is useful or not, but if we have our feet on 
the ground, this is the reality we all – even mainstream politicians and 
elites – have to respect. 

Balázs Orbán
Director of Research
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With elections drawing ever closer, it is a good to time to take a look 
at the position the opposition parties find themselves in and what 
their chances might be in the spring of 2018. October began with a 
bombshell with the news that László Botka, the MSZP candidate for 
Prime Minister, had resigned. The Socialists were shaken not only by 
the resignation itself, but also by the manner in which it came about. 
In a short speech, Botka lamented in a trembling voice that the most 
important opposition parties (the Socialists included) had no real desire 
to depose Viktor Orbán, and that their objective for 2018 was not victory 
but merely to gain a few more seats in parliament. He argued that the 
opposition parties, including his own, had been ensnared by the political 
mafia, and described the behavior of said parties as an historic crime in 
reference to their rejection of proposals for cooperation. Even if we take 
into account the fact that the words spoken by Botka were borne of his 
personal resentment, we also cannot ignore the fact that a candidate for 
Prime Minister referenced the political mafia in relation to his own party 
and questioned their intentions to win the election. There have been 
similar declarations in the past from the left wing: Shortly before his own 
resignation, Péter Medgyessy, the former Socialist head of government, 
stated that “SZDSZ is full of corruption cases”, when speaking about the 
party he was in coalition with at the time. Then, when discussing MSZP in 
2013, the former Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsány said, “I was the head 
of this party. Money came in from a lot of places, not many of them in 
Europe. As for where that money came from, it’s better not to know.”

Botka’s resignation has three basic consequences. The first was that 
Hungary’s current leading left-wing party (which has governed the 
country across three parliamentary terms) will enter the upcoming 
election contest without a candidate for Prime Minister. The second is 
that casting for a new candidate from the left can begin, or perhaps has 
already begun, with all the bad memories that brings to the surface. 
Potential candidates for a common opposition candidate for Prime 
Minister reportedly include the Soros affiliated CEU professor and former 
Foreign Minister Péter Balázs. The last is that out of the present opposition 
offer, only three hopefuls remain in the competition to challenge Viktor 
Orbán: Gergely Karácsony, the Párbeszéd candidate and current Mayor 
of the Zugló district in Budapest (lacking nationwide recognition and 

GERGELY ERDŐS
ANALYST
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support for his party), Bernadett Szél from LMP (the same issue with 
name recognition and party support) and Jobbik leader Gábor Vona (one 
of the most refused Hungarian politician country-wide).

Vona had been preparing for a TV debate with László Botka on 2 October, 
but this was scuppered by the Socialist candidate’s resignation on the 
morning of the same day. Though Jobbik began as a radical right-wing 
party, Vona announced prior to the last election his concept for a people’s 
party and his intention to moderate the party’s policies in a bid to win over 
undecided left-wing voters. Jobbik even entered into discussions with the 
left-wing parties in September, laying down the basic principles of a shared 
healthcare policy. Voters have not, however, rewarded the efforts of the 
party leader. The breakthrough has failed to come, with the party instead 
seeing its popularity wane in recent months. The latest research from the 
Századvég Foundation, carried out in October, showed that Jobbik was 
level with MSZP on 16% of overall party support among decided voters. 
The current governing parties can count on more than three times that 
number. One explanation for this may be that the public has not forgotten 
previous scandalous acts by Jobbik members. There is Márton Gyöngyösi, 
a Jobbik member of parliament who in 2012 wanted to make a list of all of 
the members of parliament and the government who were of Jewish origin. 
And Gergely Kulcsár – another MP – spat on the holocaust memorial on 
the banks of the Danube two years before. The list could go on. Something 
else of little benefit to the party was the recently ordered investigation by 
the prosecutor’s office, after the State Audit Office petitioned Jobbik for 
its failure to cooperate with the authorities in an audit of their activities.

LMP (Politics Can Be Different) has rejected cooperation with the other 
opposition parties and will create its own list with its own candidacy – 
headed by Bernadett Szél – at the upcoming elections. One big loss for 
LMP was former co-President and parliamentary leader of the party, 
András Schiffer, who essentially functioned as the face of the greens 
but decided to leave the party in the summer of 2016. While LMP has 
been able to stabilize its support, this will only be enough to pass the 
parliamentary threshold of 5%. In the polarized political spectrum in 
Hungary – built on a sharp division between left and right – it is difficult 
for voters to classify and vote for a political party like Szél’s LMP: their 

It is very clear that current 
political party relations in 
Hungary fit with the general 
tendency in the region as 
a whole: the left is in steep 
decline, and voters do not 
consider these parties capable of 
governing.
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limited growth is a result of both their ideology and their relationship with 
the other parties. Establishing and building an independent candidacy 
for Prime Minister – in the absence of significant support – would make 
sense mostly as a means to further demonstrate its independence from 
the other political parties.

Párbeszéd (Dialogue), a left-wing faction which split from LMP in 2014, has 
nominated Gergely Karácsony for the post of Prime Minister. It says a great 
deal that the party’s level of support is essentially unmeasurable as it is 
statistically negligible. This factional party from Budapest is invisible outside 
of the capital, so it is difficult to understand why they would nominate a 
candidate for Prime Minister, even as a symbolic gesture. Since he announced 
his candidacy for Prime Minister, Gergely Karácsony’s only memorable 
contribution came in August, when he refused to rule out stepping down 
in order to help László Botka – who was still in the contest at the time.

Many people have commented that the opposition parties would have 
the best chance of unseating the current government if they formed 
the widest possible coalition – even bringing in Jobbik. The Századvég 
Foundation’s research in October, which examined the possible 
consequences of a shared opposition candidacy for Prime Minister, has 
refuted that idea. If the various parties backed a common candidate in 
each individual district, the dropout rate of voters would be so high that 
it would make the tactical sense of this move extremely questionable. It 
is very clear that current political party relations in Hungary fit with the 
general tendency in the region as a whole: the left is in steep decline, and 
voters do not consider these parties capable of governing. In Hungary, 
this is compounded by a range of electoral sleights of hand and ideas 
for cooperation deployed by the left-wing liberal parties in an effort to 
counteract their unpopularity and which usually prove counterproductive.

Overall, the current situation would appear to show that there is no 
opposition to the FIDESZ-KDNP coalition or candidate for Prime Minister 
with sufficient support to apply pressure on the current governing parties. 
Though there are still five to six months to go until the elections in the 
spring, it is highly doubtful that a true challenger to Viktor Orbán will 
emerge in that period.

DOMESTIC POLITICS
FALL OVERVIEW OF THE  
STATE OF THE OPPOSITION

According to a Századvég 
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be so high that it would make 
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COORDINATED CANDIDACY  
FROM OPPOSITION PARTIES
Failure and loss of votes expected

Opposition parties are currently considering various possibilities for 
cooperation, just as they did in the run up to the 2014 parliamentary 
elections. Though former Socialist (MSZP) candidate for Prime Minister 
László Botka failed in his efforts, “coordinated candidacy” remains on the 
agenda. The strategy used in the recent by-elections provided one example 
of this, with several opposition candidates standing aside for one common 
candidate. The resistance of voters to such strategies is understandable (due 
to the large political and ideological distances between parties), while the 
results of the by-elections were contradictory. The most important question 
for the opposition parties – and what might be the main question in the 
coming election – is whether they would be better off with a common 
candidacy, and who would actually benefit from it. At Századvég, we 
presented two different potential scenarios in a survey focusing on the 
attitudes of opposition voters to coordinated candidacy. 

In the first scenario, the entire opposition in the respondent’s constituency 
would stand aside for a left-wing MSZP-DK candidate (meaning that 
neither Jobbik, LMP nor any other parties would provide a candidate). 
Based on our poll, such a scenario would result in huge abstention rates 
for every opposition party (excluding MSZP and DK). Jobbik would come 
off worst: 49% of Jobbik supporters would not vote at all, while nearly 
one in four Jobbik voters would vote for the Fidesz-KDNP candidate if 
the Jobbik candidate stood aside for a left-wing politician. Half of LMP 
supporters would not vote if the party did not put forward their own 
candidate. Even 31% of supporters of Együtt (Together) - PM, a former 
member of the left-wing coalition, would refuse to vote in such a scenario.   

The second version we examined would mean even bigger losses. If 
the entire opposition supported a Jobbik candidate, 81% of the MSZP 
voters, 72% of DK voters and 62% of Együtt (Together) - PM supporters 
would not vote, may not vote or would vote for Fidesz-KDNP. LMP and 
the smaller parties have to calculate with 65-72% abstention rate in such 
a scenario. Coordinated candidature would even lead to 10% of Jobbik 
voters losing faith in their party.

Overall, these results suggest that it will be tougher for the opposition to 
convince their own voters to vote for any proposed common candidate 

ÁDÁM STEFKOVICS
SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW
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than to carry out cooperation between the parties themselves. There 
is a strong contrast between the left and right, at least in the minds of 
voters. Our examples show that every opposition party has to count on 
huge losses in terms of voters, independently of whether a left-wing or 
Jobbik common candidate is put forward. This means that the party, 
which puts forward its own candidate and attracts disillusioned voters, 
could well make the greatest gains.

DOMESTIC POLITICS
COORDINATED CANDIDACY  
FROM OPPOSITION PARTIES
Failure and loss of votes expected

“COORDINATED CANDIDACY WITH LEFT-WING COMMON CANDIDATE” 
SCENARIO DEPENDING ON PARTY PREFERENCES. (IF NATIONAL  
ELECTIONS WERE HELD THIS SUNDAY, WHICH PARTY WOULD YOU  
VOTE FOR? / WHO WOULD YOU VOTE FOR IF ONLY A FIDESZ-KDNP  
AND A MSZP-DK CANDIDATE WERE AVAILABLE IN YOUR CONSTITUENCY  
DUE TO JOBBIK, LMP AND OTHER PARTIES STANDING DOWN?)

1

Source: Századvég Foundation

Would vote for the 
candidate of Fidesz–KDNP

Would vote for the 
candidate of MSZP-DK

Would 
not vote DK/REF TOTAL

Fidesz–KDNP 100% 0% 0% 0% 100%
DK 0% 97% 3% 0% 100%
MSZP 0% 91% 8% 1% 100%
Együtt (Together)-PM 13% 69% 13% 5% 100%
LMP 10% 49% 36% 5% 100%
Jobbik 23% 24% 49% 4% 100%
Other party 7% 43% 44% 6% 100%

“COORDINATED CANDIDACY WITH JOBBIK COMMON CANDIDATE”  
SCENARIO DEPENDING ON PARTY PREFERENCES. (IF NATIONAL  
ELECTIONS WERE HELD THIS SUNDAY, WHICH PARTY WOULD YOU  
VOTE FOR? / WHO WOULD YOU VOTE FOR IF ONLY A FIDESZ-KDNP  
AND A JOBBIK CANDIDATE WERE AVAILABLE IN YOUR CONSTITUENCY  
DUE TO LMP AND THE LEFT-WING PARTIES STANDING DOWN?)

2

Source: Századvég Foundation

Would vote for the 
candidate of Fidesz–KDNP

Would vote for the 
candidate of Jobbik

Would 
not vote DK/REF TOTAL

Fidesz–KDNP 98% 0% 0% 2% 100%
DK 2% 28% 64% 6% 100%
MSZP 11% 19% 64% 6% 100%
Együtt (Together)-PM 6% 38% 50% 6% 100%
LMP 11% 35% 47% 7% 100%
Jobbik 4% 90% 5% 1% 100%
Other party 11% 28% 59% 2% 100%

http://www.szazadveg.hu
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EDINA OSZTROVSZKY
INTERNATIONAL ANALYST

FOREIGN POLICY

THE AUSTRIAN ELECTION:  
WHO MADE THE  
REAL DIFFERENCE?

Ever since the parliamentary election in Austria, all the talk has been 
about the rise of the political right, illustrated by the success of the 
Austrian People’s Party (ÖVP) and the Austrian Freedom Party (FPÖ). 
Needless to say the left- and right-wing media have a different take on 
the election results: the former are afraid of a dark and dangerous move 
to the right, while the latter have dubbed Sebastien Kurz a prodigy who 
has harnessed his youthful energy and changed the color of the party 
from black to turquoise. He achieved what he had set out to do in just a 
few short months: win the election and give himself a chance to change 
Austrian politics. Few, however, have paid much attention to the details 
of the results and the social factors that influenced the success of the 
individual parties in the elections.

AN AUSTRIA DAZZLED BY TURQUOISE 

The election results mean the next Austrian parliament will have five 
parties. In the contest between the parties, the Austrian People’s Party 
finished in first place with 31.5% of the vote. Next in line was the Austrian 
Social Democratic Party (SPÖ) with 26.9% of the vote and the Freedom 
Party of Austria (FPÖ) just behind on 26%. The liberal party NEOS got 
5.3% while the Peter Pilz List, formed by the renegade Green Party icon, 
managed 4.4%. The Greens themselves only gathered 3.8% of the vote, 
falling short of achieving parliamentary representation.

Judging by the results of the election, Austria has been dazzled by 
turquoise, thanks to the geographically diverse victory of the Austrian 
People’s Party, though residents of Vienna and Burgenland tended to 
vote for the SPÖ. In Vienna, this was most likely influenced by great 
election-day mobilization assisted by the social housing program, which 
harked back to the great Social Democratic traditions and may have 
helped provide momentum for the SPÖ in the capital.

KURZ’S WINNING PERSONALITY

It is clear from the results that ÖVP made the biggest percentage gains 
in its voter base in relation to 2013, with the party achieving a 7.6% gain 

http://www.szazadveg.hu
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compared to their result in the previous election. Polling conducted by 
the Institute for Social Research and Consulting (SORA) on the day of 
the election also revealed some other points of interest. The survey 
clearly highlights that ÖVP owed its election victory to the candidacy 
of Sebastian Kurz. 42% of People’s Party voters gave the personality of 
the ÖVP candidate for Chancellor as the main reason for their choice, 
while just 15% voted for the party on the basis of the pledges contained 
in their manifesto. 

For a hypothetical direct election of the Chancellor, 39% would have 
chosen Kurz and 30% would have voted for the current Chancellor 
Christian Kern, while only 19% would have voted for Heinz-Christian 
Strache from the FPÖ. This gives further proof of the personalization of 
public life and politics, with voters identifying a party based on certain 
individuals and the promises they make. In the case of the young ÖVP 
candidate, this is confirmed by the fact that the party list was renamed 
just before the election to “Sebastien Kurz’s List – the New People’s 
Party”, literally making him the face of the party.

WHO WOULD YOU VOTE FOR IN A DIRECT ELECTION  
FOR CHANCELLOR? (%) 1

Source: SORA and Századvég
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ÖVP owed its election victory to 
the candidacy of Sebastian Kurz: 
42% of People’s Party voters 
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main reason for their choice, 
while just 15% voted for the 
party on the basis of the pledges 
contained in their manifesto.
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It is interesting, however, that Kurz’s youthful energy was popular with 
the over-60s: while 36% of respondents in that age group voted for Kurz’s 
party, just 31% of voters aged 30-59 voted for ÖVP and 28% of voters 
aged 29 and under. In the last age group, among young voters, FPÖ was 
the most popular party.
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Source: SORA and Századvég

AN ELECTION WHERE THE LAST FEW WEEKS OF 
CAMPAIGN MATTERED LITTLE

According to the SORA poll, 72% of respondents had made their choice 
in advance whether they would vote for the Social Democratic Party 
(SPÖ), the People’s Party or the Freedom Party. The numbers show that 
the “consultant gate” that broke out involving SPÖ and ÖVP two weeks 
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before the elections did not have a significant influence on voter behavior. 
Most analysts had believed FPÖ would be able to take advantage of 
the controversies surrounding the two big parties, yet FPÖ voters 
were actually the most committed, with the party gaining the lowest 
proportion (5%) of swing voters who made their decision in the last few 
days before the election.

WHEN DID YOU DECIDE WHICH PARTY TO VOTE FOR? (%) 3
Source: Századvég Foundation, Project 28 survey
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PLENTY OF SWING VOTERS, FPÖ WINS WORKING 
CLASS SUPPORT

One significant point relating to social circumstances was that the self-
defined working class turned away from the Social Democrats, with 
59% supporting the FPÖ. This fits with the trend seen in recent years of 
traditional left-wing parties only able to retain or win back their earlier 
core voters with strong anti-neoliberal turns and marked left-wing 
rhetoric. If they are unable to do so, their voters will be attracted by 
the ascending right-wing and/or less ideologically committed parties 
interested in vote maximization. The ÖVP was the most popular party 
among non-working-class employees and entrepreneurs – the bulk of 
the middle class – while SPÖ was the most popular party among senior 
citizens.

The result of the Austrian elections was good news for the Hungarian 
government, with approximately 60% of voters in our neighboring 
country providing a boost for the political camp working towards a strict 
immigration policy, the prevention of islamization, improving security and 
stronger nation states. Alongside to the well-known personal dynamic 
between leading figures in the two countries, this means Austria and 
Hungary can forge even closer ties within European politics. With Hungary’s 
V4 presidency this year, it should not be forgotten that the election results 
could also lend further momentum to cooperation between the Visegrád 
countries and Austria, allowing the Central European region to exert 
an increasing influence when addressing important European matters.

The election results could 
also lend further momentum 
to cooperation between the 
Visegrád countries and Austria, 
allowing the Central European 
region to exert an increasing 
influence when addressing 
important European matters.
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LESSONS FROM THE  
CZECH ELECTIONS

ZSÓFIA AGÁRDY 
INTERNATIONAL ANALYST

The Czech parliamentary elections held on 20-21 October brought 
surprising results when compared with the preliminary opinion polls. 
According to the data available on the website of the Czech Statistical 
Office, the ANO Movement gained more than 29.7% of the votes, 
translating into 78 delegates in the 200-seat Chamber of Deputies. For 
the ANO, founded and led by the second richest person in the Czech 
Republic, Andrej Babis, it is an outstanding achievement when compared 
with the 18.66% gained in 2013, especially in light of the fact that the 
polls showed a fall in the party’s support in the weeks leading up to 
the elections. It can be regarded as a historic election, as none of the 
parties had achieved a comparable victory since the establishment of 
the independent Czech Republic in 1993, while a record number of nine 
parties reached the 5% parliamentary threshold. Despite the fact that 
Babis is being prosecuted for the misuse of EU funds, his popularity has 
soared since his party shook up Czech politics in 2013. Babis is labelled 
a populist by his opponents, and like US President Donald Trump he is 
a political outsider who is successful because he has been able to offer 
solutions to the concerns of ordinary people, and in contrast to the 
typically intellectually minded Czech politicians, he was able to provide 
a firm view of the future of the European Union and the migration issue.

Similarly to the recent German and Austrian elections, there was a right-
wing surge in the Czech Republic that polls did not clearly indicate in 
advance. The greatest lesson of the election is that the parties which 
are skeptical about the deepening of European Union integration and 
the hard-liners on illegal immigration were able to achieve remarkable 
results. Accordingly, the right-wing Civic Democratic Party (ODS) finished 
second behind ANO with 11.32%, while fourth place was unexpectedly 
taken by the Eurosceptic and anti-immigration Freedom and Direct 
Democracy Party (SPD), which earned 10.7% of the vote, with both of 
these parties achieving results which were better than expected.

Babis opposes the introduction of the Euro and the expansion of the 
power in Brussels, and the overwhelming majority of the Czech population 
shares similar views. According to the Project 28 research of the Századvég 
Foundation, 47% of Czechs would vote to leave the European Union if 

http://www.szazadveg.hu
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there was a referendum on EU membership, meaning that the Czech 
Republic is the only EU member state where the supporters of leaving 
the EU form a relative majority of the population. The Czechs, like the 
Hungarians, also stand with the nation states: 65% of Czechs think that 
EU member states should have more power over Brussels. Babis does 
not support the efforts for the EU’s deeper integration and it is likely 
that the position of the new government led by Babis will be closer to 
the position of the V4 as a whole. Babis believes the V4 could serve as 
a political counterweight to Brussels, while the Slavkov Triangle, which 
was brought to life by the Austrian, Slovak and Czech Social Democratic 
leaders, may well fall into insignificance after the defeat of the Austrian 
and the Czech left-wing parties.

The revolt against the elite which has been observed in Western Europe 
has also reached the Czech Republic: the political parties of the traditional 
elites captured only 78 seats, as opposed to the 122 seats won by 
the emerging anti-establishment movements. The main figure of this 
rebellion is Babis himself, who was able to successfully convince voters 
that despite his position in the previous government, his only goal is to 
drain the swamp of corruption. As an additional sign of dissatisfaction 
with the existing system, the SPD only finished ahead of the Czech Pirate 
Party by a small margin (10.79%), though the support for the Pirate Party 
stood at just 5% one month before the elections. The Czech Pirate Party, 
however, differs from its outdated Western counterparts, as in addition 
to supporting the digital economy and e-Government, it also stands for 
a more liberal, pro-European line.

An even greater surprise is the collapse of the traditional left. The biggest 
loser of the 2017 vote was the Social Democrat Party (CSSD), which has 
been part of the coalition government since 2013 after winning 20.5% in 
the 2013 elections, but which this year finished in only sixth place, with 
7.27%. Voters have clearly punished the Social Democrats for taking a soft 
stance in terms of migration and the future of the European Union. The 
Communists achieved the worst results of their history, and their stable 
13-15% voting base in the previous elections shrank to a mere 7.7%.

The revolt against the elite which 
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Czech Republic: the political 
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won by the emerging  
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For the Chamber of Deputies, mandates were reached by the Christian 
Democrats (KDU-CSL - 5.8%) and the pro-EU TOP09 party (5.2%), which 
both belong to the European People’s Party’s political group, as well as 
the Mayors and Independents (STAN) (5.1%).

As a result of many small parties entering the lower house of the 
Parliament, the government formation negotiations are expected to be 
hard and difficult. The leaders of the ODS, the Czech Pirate Party, the 
TOP 09, the Christian Democrats and STAN were the first to rule out 
cooperation with Babis due to his criminal proceedings. According to 
Babis’s latest statements, he is working on creating a minority government 
of ministers from people in his own party and various experts, as so far 
the coalition talks have been fruitless. Exciting times to come in the 
Czech Republic, and one thing is certain: with its landslide victory, in 
Czech political life the ANO cannot be ignored.
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THE PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS: 
CHALLENGES AND TRENDS

CHRISTIANITY IN THE WORLD

The global role of religion is currently showing signs of both weakening 
(in the developed North) and strengthening (in the developing South). 
In general, however, religion continues to be extremely important all 
over the world in shaping societal processes and people’s thoughts and 
values. Christianity, the number one religion in the world, shares this 
prominent role. Christianity is much more than a simple religion: in some 
regions, it can mean the last hope for survival, and at the very least 
it functions as the most important point of orientation for millions of 
people. According to an estimation from the Pew Research Center, in 
2015 approximately 2.3 billion believers globally belonged to Christian 
denominations. By mid-2017, the population of the global Christian 
community is estimated to have reached 2.48 billion. Based on these 

ESTIMATE OF THE FUTURE DISTRIBUTION OF THE  
WORLD POPULATION BY RELIGION (%) 1

Source: http://assets.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2017/04/07092755/
FULL-REPORT-WITH-APPENDIXES-A-AND-B-APRIL-3.pdf (Downloaded on: 15 Oct 2017)
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figures, every third person in the world today is a Christian. Nevertheless, 
this leading position is being heavily challenged by the expansion of the 
Islam faith. This is predominantly caused by demographic factors: higher 
fertility rates and the significantly lower median age prevalent among 
Muslims are expected to lead to Islam catching up with Christianity in 
terms of number of believers by 2060.
 
It is also true that the power of a religion predominantly comes from the 
number of people it can reach and influence, which is why the continuous 
and dynamic expansion of Christianity is of strategic importance. It is 
necessary for a religion to convey valid teachings with useful, attractive 
content that reflects the needs of its believers, thereby providing them 
with important guidance. Alongside the need to find solutions to the 
demographic problems in the developed Christian regions (especially in 
Europe), adherents and leaders of the various Christian denominations 
have a great responsibility to ensure the pre-eminent role of Christianity 
among the major religions.

SUFFERING AND PAIN – THE PERSECUTION OF 
CHRISTIANS

In addition to the challenges of Christianity mentioned above, other 
negative trends can also be identified. In recent years, the level of the 
persecution of Christians has risen considerably. Discrimination against 
and negative treatment of various ethnic groups and religious communities 
are not new phenomena: they have been present throughout the world 
across all historical eras. By the persecution of Christians, we mean 
manifest or latent attacks against Christians as part of targeted actions 
aimed at the Christian church and religion. This broad definition refers to 
the complexity of the persecution of Christians. It includes the cultural 
isolation and government-level discrimination of adherents of the 
Christian religion, the limitation of their religious freedom, their exclusion 
from public affairs and intimidation and physical violence against them. 
Most of the actions against Christians can be traced back to ideological 
causes and religious differences, though political and/or economic 
considerations can also be identified. One fairly new development is 

One fairly new development 
is persecution fueled by the 
expansion of nationalism and 
radical Islam, which has greatly 
contributed to the fact that 
Christianity is now the religious 
community most exposed 
to persecution for religious 
reasons.
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persecution fueled by the expansion of nationalism and radical Islam, 
which has greatly contributed to the fact that Christianity is now the 
religious community most exposed to persecution for religious reasons. 
In his 2012 book, Rupert Short estimated the number of Christians 
persecuted for their religion at 200 million. According to a study by 
Pew Research Center from 2016, Christian people faced persecution in 
108 countries in 2014.

THE MOST DANGEROUS PLACES  
FOR CHRISTIANS WORLDWIDE

There are some regions in the world where Christians face an 
extremely high risk of being persecuted. Two broader regions are 
typically mentioned in this regard: certain parts of Africa and the 
Middle East. The main driver of persecution in these regions is radical 
Islam, which has led to tremendous suffering and the exodus of 
Christian communities (in Iraq, for example). Despite methodological 
obstacles, it is possible to measure the level of persecution faced 
by Christians. For instance, Open Doors International publishes 
annually a comprehensive report of the top 50 countries where the 
persecution of Christians is the most severe. The World Watch List is 
prepared by using several dimensions and categories to assess the 
level of persecution. According to the most recently published report 
from the organization, North Korea qualifies as the cruelest place for 
Christians to live in, and has been in the number one position for 15 
consecutive years. In this country, the persecution of Christians is 
fueled by communist oppression and dictatorial paranoia, and various 
tools are used to persecute Christians (ranging from harassment to 
the physical destruction of people in prison camps). In the top ten we 
find Somalia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Sudan, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Yemen 
and Eritrea respectively. 

FOREIGN POLICY
THE PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS:  
CHALLENGES AND TRENDS

Two broader regions are typically 
mentioned where Christians 
face an extremely high risk of 
being persecuted: certain parts 
of Africa and the Middle East. 
The main driver of persecution 
in these regions is radical Islam, 
which has led to tremendous 
suffering and the exodus of 
Christian communities (in Iraq, 
for example).

http://www.szazadveg.hu
http://www.civitas.org.uk/content/files/Shortt_Christianophobia.pdf
http://assets.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2016/06/Restrictions2016-Full-Report-FINAL.pdf
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/2017-World-Watch-List-1.pdf
http://www.csw.org.uk/2016/09/22/report/3263/article.htm


www.szazadveg.hu

20

FOCUSING on HUNGARY

CONCLUSION

The persecution of Christians is both a great challenge and a tragedy. 
Unfortunately, however, these developments do not receive sufficient 
attention in the developed world, where religious freedom is taken for 
granted and considered natural. This is a huge problem for two main 
reasons. First, these processes reinforce the slowing dynamics of Christian 
expansion globally, which puts Christianity at a ‘competitive disadvantage’ 
in relation to Islam. Second – in line with Christian teachings – it is a moral 
responsibility of all Christian communities to take care of and support 
their Christian fellows all over the world. We can no longer simply turn 
our head and look away.

FOREIGN POLICY
THE PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS:  
CHALLENGES AND TRENDS

LIST OF TOP TEN COUNTRIES WITH THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF  
PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS (OPEN DOORS, 2017) 2

Source: https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/2017-
World-Watch-List-1.pdf (Downloaded on: 15 Oct 2017)

Rank Country Overall score  
(0-100) Source of persecution

1 North Korea 92 Communist oppression, dictatorial paranoia

2 Somalia 91 Islamic extremism, ethnic antagonism

3 Afghanistan 89 Islamic oppression, organized corruption and crime

4 Pakistan 88 Islamic oppression, organized corruption

5 Sudan 87 Islamic oppression, dictatorial paranoia

6 Syria 86 Islamic oppression, ethnic antagonism

7 Iraq 86 Islamic oppression

8 Iran 85 Islamic oppression

9 Yemen 85 Islamic oppression, ethnic antagonism

10 Eritrea 82 Dictatorial paranoia, islamic opression,  
denominational protectionism
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NEWS

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS  
AT SZÁZADVÉG

At the end of October a delegation from the Századvég Foundation, 
consisting of Chairman Zsolt Barthel-Rúzsa, Director for Foreign Affairs 
Dávid Szabó and Deputy Director for Foreign Affairs Gergely Berzi, 
embarked on a week-long trip to Washington, D.C. to meet with US 
politicians, their senior Congressional staff, and members of the DC think 
tank community. Among many others, the delegation had successful 
meetings with Senator Mike Lee, Congressman Steve King, Congressman 
Dennis Ross and Congressman Andy Harris – of whom the latter two are 
the co-chairs of the Congressional Hungarian Caucus.

As an institutional patron, the Századvég Foundation, represented by DFA 
Szabó, attended the CYBERSEC 2017 conference organized by Poland’s 
Kosciuszko Institute on 9-10 October, featuring opening remarks from 
Beata Szydło, Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland. We are proud 
to support our Polish partners for the second consecutive year in their 
mission to raise awareness and foster the development of a Europe-wide 
cybsersecurity system.

On 11 October, Századvég hosted a Canadian parliamentary delegation 
led by Harold Albrecht, Member of Parliament for the Conservative Party 
of Canada. The delegation, fulfilling an invitation by Zoltán Balog, Minister 
of Human Capacities, attended the National Prayer Breakfast and the 
International Consultation on Christian Persecution conference in the 
first half of October.
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On 6 October, DFA Szabó and Chief Economist László György hosted Alison 
Lo, Deputy Director of the Hungarian Office of the Hong Kong Economic 
and Trade Office at Századvég HQ. The sides discussed the opportunities 
presented the One Belt, One Road initiative, and the relations between 
Hungary and Hong Kong.

In cooperation with the Hungarian National Bank, we organized the 
latest monthly briefing for the diplomatic corps stationed in Hungary 
on 25 October. As usual, Senior Research Fellow Gábor Regős presented 
the latest results of our business cycle research. Then Research Fellow 
László Bódis analysed the case of South Korea. Finally, Péter Kövecsi-Oláh, 
Researcher of the Migration Research Institute, gave a presentation on 
the past and present situation of refugees in Turkey.
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