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For the Századvég Foundation, one of the oldest, most prestigious research 
institutes in Hungary, market research and research into public opinion is a 
key aspect of its strategy. This work includes research into major sociological 
trends, class structure analysis and public opinion in terms of the political 
landscape and matters relevant to current political discourse. We believe 
that detailed research is as necessary a tool for effective government 
as it is for a commercially based multinational company. The Századvég 
Foundation was therefore a contributing partner to the 1998-2002 Fidesz 
government, as well was to the second and third governments headed by 
Viktor Orbán from 2010 to the present day.

As the 2018 parliamentary elections draw near, more and more attention is 
being paid to the research of individual institutes on party preferences and 
analysis of the political landscape, as well as to public opinion on current 
political affairs in relation to issues raised by the government, the opposition 
and the EU. Which is why they are right to raise questions such as: Can the 
government repeat its victory? Can the opposition gain power? Would an 
opposition coalition or parties running individually be more successful? 
Can new parties successfully convince undecided voters or will they only 
continue to take voters from rival opposition parties?

In order to get closer to answering these questions, it is without question 
worth examining the governmental electoral cycle and data regarding the 
timeline of support of the main opposition parties, to pay attention to 
individual trends, to examine the relevant background information, and 
to compare figures from 2010-2014. In possession of these facts, you will 
be in a position to develop a useful initial picture that can be used along 
with the data provided in the coming months to form a clear timeline that 
is understandable from a strategic perspective.

Áron Hidvégi
Director of Public Opinion

and Market Research

FOREWORD

DEAR READER
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OF POLITICAL LANDSCAPE

ÁRON HIDVÉGI 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC OPINION  
AND MARKET RESEARCH

With less than a year to run before Hungary’s parliamentary elections, 
it is worth taking a look at the processes underway in the political 
landscape and the trends in the support for various forces, as well as what 
might lie behind them. It is especially interesting to compare this to the 
performance of the individual parties during the previous election cycle.

SUPPORT FOR PARTIES AMONG THE ENTIRE POPULATION, MAY 2017 (%) 1
Source: Századvég Foundation
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DOMESTIC POLITICS
OPINION POLL, ANALYSIS  
OF POLITICAL LANDSCAPE

FIDESZ-KDNP: STABLE SUPPORT, STRONG POSITION 

Generally speaking, the curve of support for a democratic government 
across the election cycle can be characterized by an irregular “V” shape, 
where the two peaks are the two elections and the lowest point signifies 
the halfway stage between them. These three points, with a fall in 
support followed by a period of growth which across the election cycle 
partly develop as a result of government activity, but are also affected 
by the public’s fluctuating interest in politics and the defining issues of 
political debates and campaigns. As well as these internal factors, exterior 
macro factors can also affect the shape of the curve and how successful 
a government can be in a given historical situation. 

If we assess the Fidesz-KDNP 2010-2014 election cycle, the “V” shape is 
clearly visible, yet we see something completely different in the 2014-
2017 timeframe. It is fair to say that this is an abnormal cycle, as it is far 
“flatter” and more balanced, with no major trends visible. What is behind 
this? There are two main factors driving the continuous level of strong 
support for the governing parties: an economic boom and responses to 
the migrant crisis. 
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Source: Századvég Foundation

There are two main factors 
driving the continuous level of 
strong support for the governing 
parties: an economic boom and 
responses to the migrant crisis.

* Monthly data from the previous and the current parliamentary term
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The economic reforms and institutions introduced in the 2010-2014 cycle 
began to have an effect in the current cycle at the exact point when, 
according to cycle theory, the period of decline in support would have 
begun, and this balanced out the natural processes that would have led 
to a drop in support. With regards to the government’s handling of the 
migrant crisis, a majority of the population was in agreement with the 
government’s position, both in relation to the construction of closed 
borders and the rejection of mandatory quotas, and this also helped 
maintain stable support for Fidesz-KDNP.

If we view the two election cycles, it is apparent that the government 
is currently in a more stable position than it was in the same period of 
the previous cycle. Current support for the party stands at 32% of the 
voting population as a whole, and 47% of decided voters.

JOBBIK: INTERNAL DIVISION INSTEAD OF A PARTY 
FOR THE PEOPLE

The Jobbik 2010-2014 cycle was characterized by a period of building 
and strengthening which lasted until the first quarter of 2015. From that 
point on, various about-turns occurred within the party that have led to a 

DOMESTIC POLITICS
OPINION POLL, ANALYSIS  
OF POLITICAL LANDSCAPE

The lack of a response to the 
migrant crisis, failure to vote 
on the amendment to the 
Fundamental Law following the 
quota referendum, the adoption 
of themes that are currently 
perceived to be left-wing and, 
in the name of becoming a 
“people’s party”, a general shift 
to the left – these about-turns 
have led to a serious loss of 
trust from Jobbik’s core voters 
and prompted a dwindling of its 
support that continues today.

SUPPORT FOR JOBBIK BETWEEN 2010-2014 AND 2014-2017  
AMONG THE ENTIRE POPULATION (%) 4

Source: Századvég Foundation
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serious loss of trust from Jobbik’s core voters and prompted a dwindling 
of its support that continues today. These about-turns included the lack 
of a response to the migrant crisis, failure to vote on the amendment 
to the Fundamental Law following the quota referendum, the adoption 
of themes that are currently perceived to be left-wing and, in the name 
of becoming a “people’s party”, a general shift to the left. Currently, 
support for Jobbik stands at 9% of the overall voting population, and 
18% of decided voters.

MSZP: INEFFECTIVE ATTEMPTS TO MAKE  
A BREAKTHROUGH

While the previous cycle featured a strengthening of support for the 
socialist party, it has been unable to break free of the legacy of its election 
defeat in the 2014-2017 election cycle, with its support fluctuating in 
the current cycle between 8-12% of the voting population (12% in May 
2017), and 12-19% of decided voters (19% in May 2017).

SUPPORT FOR MSZP BETWEEN 2010-2014 AND 2014-2017  
AMONG THE ENTIRE POPULATION (%) 5

Source: Századvég Foundation
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SMALLER LEFT-WING PARTIES

Since the 2014 elections, we can say that the smaller left-wing parties 
have been moving in the same area and fighting to win the support of 
the same left-wing voters, with significant voter swings experienced 
between them. Typically, these parties have not been successful in their 
attempts to attract undecided voters. Any new, emerging left-wing party 
is primarily built from core left-wing voters, sothese new and smaller 
parties are “dangerous” to LMP, Együtt, PM and DK.

LEADING POLITICAL FIGURES

Recent political trends have strengthened support for leading political 
figures. Of the figures analyzed, Viktor Orbán has the highest support, 
with 51% of those surveyed retaining a positive opinion of him. Gábor 
Vona’s popularity has fallen over the past six months, with 16% of the 
population of voting age holding a positive opinion of him in May 2017. 
Of the left-wing politicians, 24% have a positive opinion of László Botka, 
15% of Gyula Molnár and only 14% of Ferenc Gyurcsány.
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DOMESTIC POLITICS
OPINION POLL, ANALYSIS  
OF POLITICAL LANDSCAPE

Of the leading political figures 
analyzed, Viktor Orbán has 
the highest support, with 51% 
of those surveyed retaining a 
positive opinion of him.
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FOREIGN POLICY

UNITY OR DIVISION?
What the NATO summit in Brussels  
is signaling to us

Following key meetings in Riyadh, Jerusalem and Bethlehem, President 
Trump headed to Europe, where leaders of the NATO member states 
participated in a highly anticipated summit. In other words, after 
attempting to convince US partners in the region to take the first step 
towards peace in the Middle East, the President was faced with another 
difficult situation: European security, which has experienced gruesome 
deterioration over the past few years.

When it comes to President Trump, the mainstream media seems to 
lose sight of the truly important issues and tends to focus on minor, 
superficial details. Otherwise prestigious outlets start behaving like 
tabloid newspapers, drawing major political conclusions from trifling 
details, such as barely perceptible looks on politicians’ faces or handshake 
duels. What’s even worse is that the mainstream media also amplifies 
the divisions within the transatlantic alliance, perhaps because conflicts 
and scandals sell newspapers. After President Trump failed (or declined) 
to mention Article 5 in his speech, many journalists and foreign policy 
analysts went into a frenzy. They interpreted it as an attack against NATO 
and Europe, even though the USA’s full commitment had already been 
expressed by key figures in the administration. It’s hard to imagine why it 
came as a shock a few days later when the President explicitly reaffirmed 
the country’s commitment to Article 5 – and thus NATO’s principle of 
common defense. It really was a ‘nine-day wonder’, and successfully 
diverted everyone’s attention from the main US message: the call for 
fair sharing of the defense burden.

At the end of the day, everyone has to settle for the boring truth: increasing 
Europe’s military capabilities is in the interests of both the USA and the 
nations of Europe. If we ignore the harsh language used by President 
Trump, we hear the same request that has been expressed by every US 
administration in the last few decades: ‘we want fair burden-sharing’. This 
is not some strange, new demand concocted by Donald Trump. Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis, a more traditional foreign policy decision-maker 
who is widely considered the President’s moderate counterweight, has 
been voicing the same concerns as his boss. Many European countries 
seem to understand the need to step up defense spending, especially 

GERGELY BERZI 
SENIOR ANALYST

At the end of the day, everyone 
has to settle for the boring truth: 
increasing Europe’s military 
capabilities is in the interests of 
both the USA and the nations of 
Europe.

 Near the south coasts of the 
continent, we are no longer just 
witnessing, but – through the 
unprecedented scale of illegal 
immigration and the increasing 
number of terror attacks – 
directly experiencing the many 
unresolved crises of Africa and 
the Near and Middle East.
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FOREIGN POLICY
UNITY OR DIVISION?
What the NATO summit in Brussels 
is signaling to us

since the continent is facing the worst security challenges since the fall 
of the Soviet Union.

Unfortunately for us, Hungary is in the immediate vicinity of both major 
threats to Europe. Near the south coasts of the continent, we are no 
longer just witnessing, but – through the unprecedented scale of illegal 
immigration and the increasing number of terror attacks – directly 
experiencing the many unresolved crises of Africa and the Near and 
Middle East. On our eastern flank, we have seen an emerging Russia, 
which has taken advantage of US passivity in recent years and aggressively 
pursued its national interests at the expense of neighboring countries, 
causing anxiety among many similarly situated NATO members.

Perhaps this twofold menace is why Hungary, earlier than most European 
countries, realized that we do need to increase our NATO contributions, 
and committed itself to reaching the two percent spending target in the 
next few years. Apart from this, Hungary has been a reliable ally that 
has actively participated in US-led missions ever since its accession to 
NATO. Lately, the country has also become a vocal supporter of the idea 
of a common European army and of the continent fending for itself. 
Thus, the view from Budapest is that the words coming from the new 
US administration are not something to be alarmed about, but should 
rather be understood as the articulation of our common interests.

On our eastern flank, we have 
seen an emerging Russia, which 
has taken advantage of US 
passivity in recent years and 
aggressively pursued its national 
interests at the expense of 
neighboring countries, causing 
anxiety among many similarly 
situated NATO members.
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ÁDÁM KLOPFER 
RESEARCH FELLOW

FOREIGN POLICY

THE QUOTA LAWSUIT

THE APPEARANCE OF QUOTAS IN THE EUROPEAN 
UNION’S MIGRATION POLICY

The origins of the 2015 European migration crisis have their roots in the Arab 
Spring that swept across the Arab world. The increasingly large numbers of 
migrants made their way to the European Union primarily from the Middle 
East, Africa and Central Asia. They made use migratory routes into the EU 
across the Mediterranean Sea and the Balkans, with many of the migrants 
beginning their journey in Syria, Afghanistan and Eritrea. The problem with 
the migrant crisis, however is that the European Union is faced with a mixed 
migration flow, including not only people who are genuinely entitled to legal 
protection in Europe under asylum law, but also economic migrants whose 
circumstances mean they are not subject to international protection, and 
are simply using the migration policy of EU member states to benefit from 
a better life and higher living standards.

In May 2015, the European Commission published its vision for dealing 
with the migrant crisis affecting Europe. One of the most significant 
recommendations from the Commission, and one that has faced broad 
opposition from member states, regarded the redistribution among the 
member states of a quota of asylum seekers already within Europe. This 
was modified from the initial participation of the member states on a 
voluntary basis to a model where relocation is compulsory. This was then 
accepted in September as a European Council decision. In the opinion of the 
member states in opposition, the migrant crisis will not be resolved through 
a relocation model. In reality, this will function as a pull factor and produce 
the opposite effect to what is in the actual interests of the member states. 
Hungary is of the strong belief that the migrant crisis must be treated at its 
source, not within the territory of the European Union itself.

Relocation, usually referred to as the quota system, is a relatively new 
concept intended as a method for sharing the burden of the crisis, and 
was first made as a recommendation – legally questionable in its form 
and motivation – by the European Commission on 9 September 2015, 
before becoming a compulsory requirement shortly afterwards through 
the decision of the European Council (hereinafter the Council) made in 
the name of the member states of the European Union. The decision 

In reality, the relocation model, 
usually referred to as the quota 
system, will function as a pull 
factor and produce the opposite 
effect to what is in the actual 
interests of the member states 
– on the other hand, Hungary 
is of the strong belief that the 
migrant crisis must be treated 
at its source, not within the 
territory of the European Union 
itself.
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FOREIGN POLICY
THE QUOTA LAWSUIT

calls for the relocation of 120,000 individuals applying for international 
protection from two member states most affected by migrant pressure, Italy 
and Greece, to other member states, including Hungary, by 26 September 
2017 in accordance with a redistribution system proposed by the European 
Commission.

HUNGARY’S OPPOSITION TO QUOTAS

In December 2015, Hungary initiated an annulment action against relocation 
based on compulsory quotas. The Council adopted the decision through 
a qualified majority, with Hungary voting against (alongside Slovakia, 
Romania and the Czech Republic, with Finland abstaining). In its request, 
the Hungarian Government raised ten legal arguments for the annulment of 
the decision, four of which are procedural and five substantive, and one that 
is a subsidiary legal argument that contends that the decision was unlawful 
with respect to Hungary. Hungary’s position is that there is no sound legal 
basis for the decision, and that its adoption was in breach of procedural 
rules. It also violates the fundamental principles of legal security, regulatory 
clarity, necessity and proportionality.

It is important to note that Hungary’s position represents the view that, 
before everything else, the focus must be on the protection of external 
borders and the need to concentrate on the external dimension of migration 
rather than relocation.

ARGUMENTS FOR A QUOTA LAWSUIT

While the first session of the lawsuit was held on 10 May 2017, it is also 
necessary to highlight Hungarian developments in the autumn of 2016. On 
2 October 2016, a referendum was held in Hungary on mandatory quotas. 
Participation in the referendum stood at 43.77%, with 98.34% voting against 
the quotas, 1.6% voting in favour of quotas and 6.27% spoiling the ballot in 
response to the following question: “Do you want to allow the European 
Union to prescribe the resettlement of non-Hungarian citizens to Hungary 
without the approval of the National Assembly?” In total, 3.3 million people 
stated that they did not wish for foreign citizens to be settled in the country’s 
territory without the prior consent of the Hungarian National Assembly. 

On 2 October 2016, a 
referendum was held in Hungary 
on mandatory quotas: in total, 
3.3 million people stated that 
they did not wish for foreign 
citizens to be settled in the 
country’s territory without the 
prior consent of the Hungarian 
National Assembly.
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FOREIGN POLICY
THE QUOTA LAWSUIT

Between the acceptance of the Council decision in September 2015 and April 
2017, the number of people successfully relocated totalled 16,010 (11,265 
people from Greece and 4,745 from Italy), 17% of the total relocations 
stipulated to be completed by the end of September. Though the relocation 
data has shown a recent upturn, the completion of the quotas by September 
2017 appears to be unfeasible. Despite this, the European Commission still 
considers relocation as one of the main methods of relieving the pressure 
of migration; according to its assessment, all procedures can now be 
carried out and the required forms of cooperation have been implemented 
appropriately. 

THE LAWSUIT IN PROGRESS

Both the Council and parties intervening on its behalf, i.e. some of the 
parties in opposition, have emphasized the importance of dealing with 
the question of solidarity. They argue that, in the period leading up to the 
adoption of the contested decision, individual member states asked the 
Council for emergency action through the contested decision to relieve 
the difficulties caused by the migratory pressure. Hungary, on the other 
hand, pointed out that the principle of solidarity can be also applied to the 
legislative environment of the contested decision, and that the expression of 
solidarity does not relieve the EU institutions of their obligations under the 
various treaties in effect, including the establishment of an appropriate legal 
foundation, compliance with the relevant legislative procedures, their duty 
to cooperate in good faith with member states and to propose legislation 
and EU acts that are appropriate for solving and managing the existing 
problem.

It is Hungary’s firm position that the solution to the current migrant situation 
cannot be any kind of automated distribution mechanism, partly because 
this will create a pull factor, and partly because it is not possible to prevent 
secondary movements. The main causes of migration must be dealt with 
outside the EU, and for this to occur, the strengthening of border protection 
must be assigned greater priority in order to ensure its effectiveness. At the 
same time, it is also Hungary’s firm position that international protection 
should be provided for migrants suffering persecution and others genuinely 
in need of international protection.

At the same time, it is also 
Hungary’s firm position that 
international protection should 
be provided for migrants 
suffering persecution and 
others genuinely in need of 
international protection.
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The Court of Justice of the European Union is expected to make a decision 
on the matter in autumn 2017, when it will become apparent whether 
the Commission’s quasi-dogmatic quotas will continue to play a role in 
the migrant crisis, or whether a greater emphasis is placed on handling 
problems at the place of origin.

FOREIGN POLICY
THE QUOTA LAWSUIT
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ECONOMY

NEW SILK ROAD,  
SAME OLD OBJECTIVES

LÁSZLÓ GYÖRGY
CHIEF ECONOMIST

1

When Hillary Clinton announced America’s Pacific Century, the American 
foreign policy of “openness to the East”, in 2011, the Chinese were quick 
to offer a strategic response. In 2013, they revealed their own program 
for opening up the West, the One Belt, One Road Initiative. The Belt and 
Road Forum was held on 14-15 May 2017 in Beijing, with 130 countries 
represented in some distinction, and 28 countries by their head of state 
or government. Not only did the most senior decision-makers of countries 
such as Russia, Pakistan, Turkey, Hungary and the Czech Republic all 
accept the invitation, leaders from the IMF, World Bank and the World 
Economic Forum also appeared and spoke in Beijing.

The Chinese are willing to use their vast financial resources and capacity 
for infrastructure development to link China to Inner Asia, Africa and 
Europe, with the intention of bringing the prosperity of the old Silk Road 
to countries that suffered for more than half a century in the proxy wars 
of the bipolar world order, with the new world order that has emerged 
since the 1990s also failing to bring any resolution. According to some 
estimates, the countries along the route would require some 900 billion 
dollars to implement their development plans over the coming ten years, 
while Fitch argues that the entire project is designed to serve China’s 
political ambitions and to lead to the displacement of the USA from 
the Asian sphere of influence, with the demand for the investments 
overestimated. Bloated projects have been seen before in the period 
after the Second World War; it is enough to think of Latin American 
countries and Indonesia becoming mired in debt, or to consider the 
distinct possibility that economic assassins are already circling.

In other words, the One Belt, One Road Initiative is both a threat and an 
opportunity. Politicians and businessmen are happy to focus on short-
term benefits despite expected losses in the long-term, while statesmen 
and scientific experts are – by definition – thinking further ahead. The 
speech by the Chinese President Xi Jingping was full of references to 
long-term objectives and lofty principles. The most important aspect 
of the speech was the reference to thousands of years of cultural and 
intellectual traditions, which participants – including former prime 
ministers and directors of high-level global think tanks – did not fail to 
highlight in the panel discussion following the plenary session.

  The One Belt, One Road 
Initiative is both a threat and 
an opportunity. Politicians and 
businessmen are happy to focus 
on short-term benefits despite 
expected losses in the long-term, 
while statesmen and scientific 
experts are – by definition – 
thinking further ahead.
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Multi-polarity, cooperation, inclusive economic growth and sustainability 
were all important elements of the advertised program. While everyone 
is naturally only too aware of their respective bargaining positions, 
Xi’s speech also dealt a hand to those countries participating in the 
collaboration. Such symbolic messages can serve as a reference point 
for business negotiations, though China will only be successful in the 
long term with its belt and road policy if it truly takes the interests of its 
partners into account. While this may sound slightly idealistic, it is now 
no longer possible to conduct policy while ignoring the viewpoints of the 
X and Y generations, who are generally much less accepting of injustice.
For Hungary, the other countries in Central and Eastern Europe are as 
much rivals as partners, though China tends to view the region as a whole. 
At the same time, our competitive advantage is far from negligible, given 
that we have a significantly longer history of bilateral political relations 
with China and have had a strategy in place for the Asian region ever 
since the opening up of the East, while the local Chinese minority also 
promotes our good reputation.

Finally, something that validates “communist” China: it has lifted 800 
million people out of poverty in less than 40 years, with 200 million now 
receiving a middle class-income and a billion Chinese expected to fall 
into the middle class bracket by 2030. In assessing the growth of the 
global middle class, the grand income assessment research project of 
the former head of research at the World Bank Branko Milanovic has 
demonstrated that in nine out of ten cases in Asia, and most importantly 
in China, the middle class has experienced positive income streams for 
the last 25 years, with income per capita for the Chinese middle class 
increasing by three and a half times in the period from 1988 to 2011. 
When all is said and done, it is this that provides the basis for a dignified 
lifestyle: being able to live independently and free of everyday worries 
as far as is possible, though of course we cannot afford to neglect the 
effects of continually rising consumption levels on the environment.

FOREIGN POLICY
NEW SILK ROAD, 
SAME OLD OBJECTIVES

China will only be successful in 
the long term with its belt and 
road policy if it truly takes the 
interests of its partners into 
account.

For Hungary, the other countries 
in Central and Eastern Europe 
are as much rivals as partners, 
though China tends to view the 
region as a whole.
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NEWS

MAY HIGHLIGHTS AT SZÁZADVÉG

Századvég’s latest Ambassadorial Briefing and Reception, where our 
senior management offers comprehensive, insightful analyses on long-
term economic and political developments, took place on May 24. Three 
lectures followed the opening remarks of Chairman Zsolt Barthel-Rúzsa: 
Director for Foreign Affairs Dávid J. Szabó presented the Hungarian 
political landscape based on the findings of Századvég’s public opinion 
polls; Chief Economist László György explained the current Hungarian 
economic policy model; and Research Director Balázs Orbán talked about 
contemporary issues in migration policy.

On May 9, Századvég organized a conference entitled “Pope Saint John 
Paul II and the Revival of Christian Europe”. During the event, Deputy 
Prime Minister of Hungary Zsolt Semjén reminded the audience that, 
according to the late pope’s teachings, Christianity and nation states 
are not opposed but are in fact interdependent, and argued that 
the European Union itself was also founded by Christian Democratic 
statesmen on the basis of Christian values. Later remarks were delivered 
by Cardinal Péter Erdő, Archbishop of Esztergom-Budapest and Primate 
of Hungary, Member of the European Parliament Kinga Gál, Jerzy Snopek, 
Ambassador of Poland, and Ján Figel, Special Envoy for the promotion of 
freedom of religion or belief outside the European Union. This marked 
the final event of Századvég’s “Europe of Values” series that consisted of 
illustrious conferences on Charles de Gaulle, Margaret Thatcher, Konrad 
Adenauer and Pope Saint John Paul II.

In early May, Századvég Chairman Zsolt Barthel-Rúzsa and Director for 
Foreign Affairs Dávid J. Szabó visited the United States of America, where 
they had a number of successful meetings with Members of Congress 
Sen. Mike Lee, Rep. Andy Harris, Rep. Dennis Ross and Rep. Jeff Duncan, 
President of the Hungarian American Coalition Maximilian N. Teleki, as 
well as other leaders and influencers relevant to US-Hungarian relations.
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The monthly briefing of the diplomatic corps, co-organized by the 
Hungarian National Bank and Századvég Foundation, took place on 30 
May. Századvég Senior Research Fellow Gábor Kutasi gave a presentation 
about banking habits and financial perceptions among young people 
in Hungary, Senior Research Fellow László Vértesy presented the latest 
findings of Századvég’s business cycle research, and Director for Foreign 
Affairs Dávid J. Szabó gave a preview of the upcoming Hungarian V4 
presidency.
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